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The Two Kinds of People
by Ella Wheeler Wilcox

There are two kinds of people on earth to-day;
Just two kinds of people, no more, | say.

Not the sinner and saint, for it’'s well understood,
The good are half bad and the bad are half good.

Not the rich and the poor, for to rate a man’s wealth,
You must first know the state of his conscience and health.

Not the humble and proud, for in life’s little span,
Who puts on vain airs is not counted a man.

Not the happy and sad, for the swift flying years
Bring each man his laughter and each man his tears.

No; the two kinds of people on earth | mean,
Are the people who lift and the people who lean.

Wherever you go, you will find the earth’s masses
Are always divided in just these two classes.

And, oddly enough, you will find, too, | ween,
There’s only one lifter to twenty who lean.

In which class are you? Are you easing the load
Of overtaxed lifters, who toil down the road?

Or are you a leaner, who lets others share
Your portion of labour, and worry and care?

Ella Wheeler Wilcox was an American author and poet, born in 1850 to a poor farm family in Wis-
consin. The youngest of four children, her mother was fond of literature and encouraged her to
develop a love for reading and writing. Her most famous poem was "Solitude,"” which contains
the lines: "Laugh, and the world laughs with you;, Weep, and you weep alone"

During her life, Wilcox received many rejection letters before a publisher gave her books of poet-
ry a chance. Despite these rejections, Wilcox remained very optimistic. Her best-known poetry
book was Poems of Passion (1883). She died in 1919.



‘ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN PANTOLAND’ -
OCTOPUS DRAMA GROUP

Panto time is fast approaching in Thornbury and
it's going to be fun (oh yes it is!).

Octopus Drama Group will be treading the boards
at Christ the King Hall from 8" to 11" January
with their much awaited pantomime ‘Alice’s Adven-
tures in Pantoland’. This NODA award winning
group are well under way with rehearsals and the
many delightful characters are working hard to
bring this fabulous panto to life.

When Alice falls down a rabbit hole, she mysteri-
ously finds herself in a magical garden filled with
familiar pantomime characters such as Snow
White, Peter Pan, The Pied Piper and many more.
She stumbles upon a robbery and with the help of
a traditional but faded Fairy Godmother, she must
find out who is guilty! Can the dotty Hatter and
sleepy Dormouse, not to mention the wise but con-
fused Caterpillar help her solve the mystery and
save the adorable White Rabbit from the evil
clutches of the wicked Queen of Hearts before it’s
“off with his head!

Tickets: £8 adults and £6
children under 18

Box office: Rosie & Rex
gift shop, Thornbury High
Street.

Performances start at
7.30pm on Weds 8th, Thurs § e ¢
9th and Fri 10th Jan and at [SE- SRR 2
11am and 2.30pm on Sat Wied to FFI-7.300m, Sat: 11am, 2.30pm
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Octopus Drama Group...it’s Panto Time!

) 8t ~ 11th dan 2025

ritte i
Alison Bagnll

Alice’s Adventulres
in Pantoland /

Tickets from 29" Novi\_ - )
n \ AEs
a3 ».N‘P'

u

J147{=1 138 South
Gloucestershire

Get help from Citizens Advice South Gloucestershire
at the Town Hall, Thornbury
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon
No appointment needed

For free independent, confidential advice on
a wide range of subjects from housing to relationships,

benefit entitlement and debt.

Ring 0808 278 7947 or www.southgloscab.org.uk

PLEASE NOTE

All enquiries about advertising in 5 Alive
should be addressed to Bridget Collett
Tel: 07773 397080 or Email: bridgetcol-
lett@live.co.uk

WINNERS OF ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 100
CLUB NOVEMBER DRAW

£30 Fiona Gray  £20 Liisa Willmott

£10 Zena Whitefield \S‘fk
Congratulations to the winners and b 4
thank you for your continued support. %

We are now collecting for 2025 100 Club and
as usual it is only £10 per number for 14
chances to win a cash prize. Much more im-
portantly, you will be helping with the upkeep
of our beautiful and historic parish church and
its churchyard.

The 100 Club is now the church's main
fundraiser and so it is even more important
to get all 100 numbers taken before the
first draw at the end of February. To join,
see the form on page 19.

Money can be left in the Community Shop or
contact me on 01454294186

Wishing everyone a healthy, happy 2025!
Mandy Bird

ASHWORTHY CATTERY

ASHWORTHY FARM, TYTHERINGTON,

NR WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE, GLOS GL12 8QD

We are a family run business dedicated to providing the perfect environment for your cats

to stay.

Set in a quiet, secluded countryside residence, this newly-built cattery has been con-
structed to the highest standards and is fully licensed by South Gloucestershire Council.

For all enquires please contact Nicola on 07799 805996




View 5 Alive online

Remember that 5 Alive is available online and in
colour at:

. www.www.falfieldparishcouncil.org.uk

. https://cromhall.com/cromhall/st-andrews-
church

. www.tytherington-pc.gov.uk

Tytherington Baptist Church

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE
NO AFTERNOON TEA MEETING IN
JANUARY

Our next ‘Afternoon Tea’ will be held
on Wednesday 5" FEBRUARY,
commencing at 2:30 p.m. in the
Schoolroom.

Everyone welcome
Sandwiches, Savouries, Cakes

Rhymetime at Thornbury
Library

FREE

¥

Every Monday and Friday 9.30am-10am

NB The Library opens early especially for this

event

2
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CRAFT & CHAT

TYTHERINGTON VILLAGE
HALL
EVERY THURSDAY
1000 - 12.30

BRING YOUR OWN CRAFT
AND COME ALONG FOR A
RELAXING, SOCIAL
GET-TOGETHER

COST £3
FREE REFRESHMENTS

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT SUE
Oo7473 881 2119
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HDOQDbUw THORNBURY CHORAL

Chonal Socl SOCIETY
]9201(1‘) REHEARSALS
b

Thornbury Choral Society
starts rehearsals again after the Christmas
break on January 6" 2025 at the United Re-
formed Church at 8.00pm.

We shall be rehearsing for our Spring concert
which is on May 10™ 2025 at St Mary’s Parish
Church, Thornbury at 7.30pm. The pro-
gramme is Durufle — Requiem and some unac-
companied Motets.

On March 1% 2025 we shall hold our annual
Choral Workshop where we will be studying
Stravinsky’s “Symphony of Psalms” and
Brahms’ “Song of Destiny”.

The event will take place at Thornbury Baptist
Church, Gillingstool, starting at 10.00am and
finishing at 5.00pm. We hope you will join us
for what promises to be a most interesting day.

Always on the look-out for new members, we
rehearse at the United Reformed Church on
Monday evenings at 8.00pm. You are very
welcome to come to a rehearsal to try us out!

Further details can be found on our website
www.thornburychoralsociety.org.uk

0000000

Tytherington History
Group

Friday 10th January 2025

First Flight and Ballooning
through the Ages

with Andy Collett
at 7.30pm

ASASAS

in Baptist School Room
All welcome

£2 members and £3 for visitors
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Moblie Yoga Service
held at the clients location

Therapeutic Yoga for Children and
Teens with SEN in Schools

Group or one to one sessions held in
Special Needs Schools

Mainstream Schools

Preschools

One to One Therapeutic Yoga for
Children and Adults with Special Needs

Private home sessions with
personalized yoga plan aligned with
the individual physical and mental
needs.

Therapeutic Chair Yoga for
Adults and Seniors

Inclusive & Accessible Yoga held in
Nursing Homes

Day Services

Care Homes

Contact detailes: 07933603396

heartwithinyogal@gmail.com
www.heartwithinyoga.com

Tat3

will meet in
Cromhall Village hall

for tea and a chat
on Wed Jan 15™ at 3pm.

We look forward to seeing you
there.

Ann & helpers

As the name suggests, we meet at 3pm once
a month, usually in Cromhall Village Hall, for
a cup of tea, sandwiches, cake and a chat.
Some meetings include a quiz or speaker.
Twice a year we go out for lunch and in De-
cember we are invited to St Andrew’s Primary
School for a Christmas entertainment by the
children.

If you are over 65years and live in or around
Crombhall, you are welcome to join us. There
are no joining fees or monthly charge. It is
just the opportunity to meet together and
make friends. We would love new ‘members’.
If you would like to be picked up, please let me

know and | will arrange it. For more information
contact Ann on 01454 294200

2¢ Thank you to Mrs S Chudleigh
Y and Tytherington Local

@ History Group for their kind
donations to our printing costs.

The printing costs of 5 Alive are chiefly met by
revenue from our advertisers, together with
donations from parish councils, some regular
users and readers. The editor and treasurer give
their time gratis, which enables us to offer copies
free of charge to residents of our 5 villages.

If you regularly enjoy reading 5 Alive but do not
live in one of our 5 villages, perhaps you would
like to consider making a contribution to our
printing costs.

For ease of administration, we prefer payments by
BACS

Account Name: Benefice Newsletter

Bank Sort Code: 55-61-38
Account No: 72008733
Reference: (Your name to allow us to

identify the payment.)
Regular donations may also be made by standing
order.

For further details please contact our Treasurer,
Mr Geoff Crosthwaite telephone 01454 294140

Email: geoffrey.crosthwaite@gmail.com
or write to him at The Barn, Townwell, Cromhall,
Wotton-Under-Edge, GL12 8AQ.

Cheques, payable to Benefice Newsletter, may
also be sent to our treasurer or the editor.

f South

-' Gloucestershire
Can you spare 1 hour a week to do
something life changing for someone else?

BEFRIENDING

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

< BEFRIEND A LONELY AND ISOLATED ELDERLY PERSON IN
THORNBURY AND SURROUNDING AREAS.

<« Be matched with someone in walking distance to your home

<« Choose the client you want to visit based on your preferences

%+ Visit them at their home once a week for approx. 1 hour

<« Have a chat and a cup of tea - make their week!

#* On a date / time that works around you - whether that’s
weekends, evenings or daytime slots.

Call us on 01454 411707 opt. 2 to find out more!
Or Email: volunteering@ageuksouthglos.org.uk

67 High Street, Thornbury, Bristol, BS35 2AW
Charity Number: 1109999

Alveston History Association
Weds 22" Jan 2025

‘Colston Matters’
with William Evans

Alveston Methodist Church at 7.30pm

Newcomers and visitors always welcome
Admission for non-members: £5 at the door.



Couple who were unable to afford food
finally have desperate situation resolved
nine months on thanks to Citizens Advice
South Gloucestershire

Citizens Advice South Gloucestershire is highlighting
how it helped a couple after they were left unable to
afford food. Hannah* and David* both had to stop work
in early 2023 when Hannah was diagnosed with a seri-
ous, long-term health condition that required full-time
care. David gave up a full-time job to care for her while
also living with a health issue of his own. (*Names have
been changed to protect identities.)

They had never claimed benefits and were unaware
they were eligible for state support, surviving on savings
until these ran out. In January 2024 they applied for help
from a local food bank. It was here that the couple were
put in touch with Adviser Kate Eedy of Citizens Advice
South Gloucestershire — through the charity’s Food
Bank partnership project.

Kate was able to help navigate them through the pro-
cess of applying for benefits they were entitled to, a
change of home and help from carers. Neither David
nor Hannah was able to use a computer and only have
access to the internet through a mobile phone - making
it very difficult to access support such as benefits without
help.

Citizens Advice South Gloucestershire organized an
emergency payment of £80 worth of Tesco vouchers
through the South Gloucestershire Council Welfare
Grants scheme. Kate also secured a payment of £120
from a local charity.

Hannah and David’s housing association property had
stairs, which meant that Hannah was unable to access
the upstairs any longer; as there was no downstairs
bathroom this caused a lot of difficulties and stress. The
housing association informed the couple they would
have to pay for the substantial adaptations needed
themselves or apply for a grant. This meant that a new
home needed to be found.

Kate helped them through the process of applying for a
new property and managed to secure a move from Band
C to Band A, this allowed them to find a suitable proper-
ty more quickly and they now live in a bungalow.

Hannah and David did not know that they were entitled
to help from carers. Citizens Advice South Gloucester-
shire helped secure both a Carers and Needs Assess-
ment.

It took from January to September for the situation to be
fully resolved, causing the couple immense stress and
frustration during this time. David said: “It’s been a pret-
ty tough few years. | was so embarrassed to go to the
food bank the first time. | didn’t know what Universal
Credit was but Kate sorted all that out - and PIP.”

Anyone in South Gloucestershire seeking
free, independent, impartial and confidential
aadvice from Citizens Advice South Glouces-
tershire can call 0808 278 7947.

Falfield Parish Council Report

The November meeting took place on Mon-
day 18™ November 2024. Councillors noted
that a response had been received from the
Enforcement Team at South Gloucestershire
Council following a concern raised by a pa-
rishioner at the October meeting regarding the
height of the totem poles for the electricity sub
-station on the Cotswold Homes site. The En-
forcement Team advised that no breach of
planning control had occurred.

In his report Ward Clir O’Neill indicated that
the two major housing developments in
Charfield are expected to be determined in
the near future. These are not expected to be
refused given the current housing policy of the
newly elected government.

Under finance Councillors approved the
Council’'s budget and the Parish Precept for
2025/26. In the case of the Parish Precept
this would rise from £10,864.00 to
£11,075.00.

Following the October meeting, when it was
approved to purchase a second Defibrillator
and external cabinet, the Clerk informed the
meeting the unit and cabinet had now arrived
and that it was planned to have it fitted on to
an external wall at the Village Hall before the
end of the year.

Under highways no issues had been raised
with StreetCare since the last meeting and all
issues noted as open at the last meeting were
unchanged although the Clerk reported that
he did not have much confidence in the
StreetCare Report It system to provide up to
date accurate information. Councillors agreed
that they would like to see further speed
checks carried out and the Clerk was instruct-
ed to contact the South Gloucestershire
Council Road Safety and Sustainable Travel
Team to request vehicle behaviour data cap-
ture equipment on the A38 as it had been
some time since any speed monitoring had
taken place.

The next meeting of the Council is to be held
on Monday 20" January 2024 in the Village
Hall at 7.30 pm



Tytherington Village Hall Committee
proudly presents:

' p '
TO STO

Vaping is one of the
most effective ways
to quit smoking.

Swap to Stop is a national scheme offering a FREE
vape to adults 18+ who currently smoke.

U\\Z

With Guest\Quiz Master

Get your FREE vape starter kit by:

Friday 31" January 2025 at 7:30 pm

[J Textyour name and the word “READY" to 80011

® 01454 865337 Tytherington Village Hall Annex
il e Bring your own drinks
El" o Teams of 4
o) £2.50 per person —
,& No need to book but maximum capacity is 50
L. hy So arrive early to avoid disappointment

It's not Mastermind, just good fun!
ONEYOU o9

Any queries email

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE
TVHevents@outlook.com

Please support your local Village Hall, a

vital asset run by volunteers, bringing the
Alves‘ron Gardens Association commyunity together. gng

JUbllee Ha” Alveston 7. 30pm Enjoy a free hot drink in Thornbury library!

3rd Februar Available Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri
"Route 66, The Mother Road" 10.30am - 4.00pm
by David Hartnell Use the computers or use your own iPad, phone
etc. (wifi available) Read a book, a newspaper,
All welcome - Visitors (53) browse the shelves, enjoy a communal puzzle or
just relax

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Specialist in Property Maintenance:
Kitchen Fitting / Bathroom Upgrades / UPVC-Guttering, Fascia &
Soffit Boards / Plumbing / Tiling / Painting / Fencing / Decking
Gates / Loft Conversions / Conservatories / Carpentry

Sash Window Rebpairs
Graham Pedley GL12 8LQ

01454 260372 07891 482286 clenet02@yahoo.co.uk



TYTHERINGTON
S VILLAGE CALENDAR
- BIERAE 2025
Calendar The calend_ar is now
Time on sale in the

village shop.
Price £4.00- cash only.

Please show your support by purchasing
a calendar as all profits are shared out
to village organisations.

Sing Happy in Harmony
with Fascinating Rhythm

Experience the joy of singing - Thursday, January
9" for five consecutive weeks, 19:15 — 21:00, the
Greenfield Centre, Winterbourne.

Free event. Learn a song in 4—part harmony, touch
on vocal techniques, meet new people and have
fun. Book https://fascinating-rhythm.com/events/
sing-happy-in-harmony/

THO“E'}V & January Club Night
is Tues 28th with
Aht . Tom Hughes
Tom Hughes, plein air and award-winning art-
ist, will demonstrate his
skills in painting a Lon-
don street scene in oils.
Learn how to create the f
illusion of detail with your
brushwork and how to
use opaque and trans-
parent paints to create
different light effects. '
Members free, non-members very welcome
- £6 on the door, includes tea & biscuits.
7.15 for 7.30pm. Free parking on-site.
Venue: St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Rd,
Thornbury, BS35 1DR
For more details visit www.thornburyartclub.co.uk,
www.facebook.com/ThornburyArtClub,

email publicrelations.tac@gmail.com or Tel.01454
414433

oRNB,, Thornbury Orchestra
| 4 Concert
—5 19th January 2025
Hp,s‘ Drama Hall
Marlwood School, Alveston
at 3.00pm
The music will include:
. Dvorak's Slavonic Dances Op 46,

. Gabriel Faure's "Elegie" Op 24 and
. Glazunov's "The Seasons" Op 67.

As always, the concert will be in aid of a
charity based in or around Thornbury.

Tickets, available on our website or at the
door: £10 for adults, children free.

For more details, contact
info@thornburyorchestra.org.uk

The orchestra was founded in 2002 and draws
players from across South Gloucestershire and
beyond. We rehearse regularly in St Helen's, Al-
veston and normally give two or three concerts a
year, all in support of local charities. We are al-
ways keen to hear from interested players and
currently have a number of vacancies. For more
details, visit our web-

site www.thornburyorchestra.org.uk

NEW staffed hours at Thornbury Library
Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri 10-5, Sat 9.30-12.30

Rhymetime 9.30-10 (Monday and Friday)
special opening time for this event only.

Falfield
baby & toddler group

5 m«ﬁ’.ﬁ 204 Q/
RETRER

To all
babies and pre-school children
in Falfield and the surrounding area,
ask an adult you know to bring you
along to

Falfield Village Hall
on Wednesday a

mornings between
9.30 - 11.30am

You will have lots of toys to play
with, then we will make ij
you and the adultsa ¥,

- drink and snack. e
C ') Please ask your adult fo bring
£2 cash for you both, then
50p for each additional child and 50p

for each additional adult who comes
with you.



https://fascinating-rhythm.com/events/sing-happy-in-harmony/
https://fascinating-rhythm.com/events/sing-happy-in-harmony/
http://www.thornburyartclub.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ThornburyArtClub
mailto:publicrelations.tac@gmail.com
mailto:info@thornburyorchestra.org.uk
http://www.thornburyorchestra.org.uk/

St. Leonard's, Tortworth

St.Andrew's, Cromhall

Church services and information

A reminder that the five parishes of the former benefice are now
separate entities. There is no longer a benefice office or a central
point of contact. This means that the churchwardens of each church
need to be contacted directly.

Crombhall: Ann Greenhalgh 01454 294200 or
Stephen Youngs 01454 300260, 07735 396775
churchwarden@saintandrewscromhall.org.uk
Falfield: Headley Pain 01454 269017
Rockhampton: Liz Cullimore 01454 412208
Tortworth: Hilary Legg 01454 413234 or
Fen Marshall 07875 560988
Tytherington: John Williams 01454 412515 or
Phil Coward 01454 281444

If they are unavailable, please try one of the other Wardens who will try to help you. Please bear in mind
they do have other lives and may not be available instantly. However, leave a message and they will deal
with it as soon as they can. Failing that, contact Rev. Graham Stacey, the Area Dean on
areadean@wottondeanery.org.uk or Tel. 01453 709859

St. George's, Falfield

Crombhall NB Services at Cromhall are now on 2nd & 4th Sundays

Sun 12th 9.30am Holy Communion

Sun 26th 9.30am Holy Communion

Falfield

Sun 12th 10.30am Holy Communion

Sun 19th 10.30am Morning Prayer

Rockhampton

Sun 26th 10.30am Holy Communion &‘Eg
Tortworth The

Sun 5th 10.30am  Carol Service Leprosy
Sun 19th 10.30am  Morning Prayer with a speaker from the Leprosy Mission Mission
Sun 2nd Feb 10.30am Holy Communion

Tytherington

Thurs 2nd 9.30am Said Communion

Sun 5th 10.30am Joint service at the Baptist church

Sun 19th 10.30am  Holy Communion

Make a difference this New Year

Volunteer Centre

With Christmas a Qistant memory aqd the long dark nights_ stretching out _in fron? of
you, why not consider volunteering in your local community? Not only will you im-

prove your health and happiness but by giving just an hour a week of your time you can make a huge dif-
ference to those that you help.

There are many reasons why people volunteer. For some, volunteering can be a route to employment, or a
chance to try something new which may lead to a career change. For others, volunteering is a chance to
meet new people, make new friends and make a difference to the lives of others.

Thornbury Volunteer Centre can provide you with information and support on volunteering opportunities in
the local area which best suit your needs, skills and time available, whilst making sure that you find volun-
teering an enjoyable and worthwhile experience.

We are contacted regularly by groups and organisations that are seeking to recruit volunteers from all
walks of life, levels of expertise (from none to highly skilled) and time available.

Age, gender or disability is not a barrier to volunteering. Anyone, who is able to spare some time, from an
hour a week to once a month or just on a one-off basis, would be warmly welcomed by someone in the
community. Volunteering is a valuable experience that benefits all parties.

To find out more please contact Thornbury Volunteer Centre on 01454 413392;
email; mail@volunteer-thornbury.co.uk website;www.volunteer-thornbury.co.uk;

twitter; @thornburyvc or Facebook; thornburyvolunteers.

8
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Making connections!

Amongst the many and varied duties of a churchwarden is dealing with queries about those who

have been baptised, married and buried at the church for which they have responsibility. At the

beginning of July 2024, Fen Marshall received an email enquiring about relatives of Lieutenant

Commander John Arthur Smith (Royal Naval Reserve). The enquiry came from a gentleman

named George Dunnett who explained that his family had a telescope in their possession which

he believed was originally the property of Lt Cdr Smith and that he believed it had come into their
T——— FTTORPERRTRUR ST H possession following his death on the 28" January

if 1 1918 on board the SS Keelung.

George was keen to return the telescope to mem-

bers of John Arthur Smith’s family and, since a me-

morial stone to him was to be found in Tortworth
~: churchyard, enquired as to whether Fen could pro-
N vide any useful information regarding surviving
members of the Smith family. Strangely enough,
Fen passed this enquiry on to me.

| knew that the Smith family had lived in Tortworth
for many years and were contemporaries of my
great grandparents; indeed, Daniel Smith, who was
the father of John Arthur, had originated from Iron
Acton, which was also the birthplace of my great grandmother, whose daughter had worked for
the Smith family at Crockleys when she was a young girl. (I was later to discover that other family
members had worked for them over many years, some in tragic circumstances.)

Lieutenant Commander John Arthur Smith
(Royal Naval Reserve).

Daniel Smith and his wife, Sarah, farmed at Crockleys Farm for almost fifty years before retiring

to Marsten Lodge on the estate. They produced eleven children of whom, according to the 1911
census, nine survived. However, they were to lose two more sons in the fighting of WW1, both of
whose names appear on Tortworth’s war memorial

The Smith family were influential members of the Tortworth community. Daniel was one of the
Guardians of the Thornbury Union (Workhouse) representing Tortworth, as well as being a
churchwarden for forty years.

Another of Daniel and Sarah’s sons was the headmaster of Tortworth School
after having first becoming a pupil in 1883. He went on to be a pupil teacher in
1894, then after becoming certificated, an assistant teacher from 1902. His
rise continued and he became Headmaster in 1908, a post in which he re-
mained, (with the exception of three years when he served in WW1 and his
wife became Acting Head) until 1947.

George’s determination to find living relatives led him to discover that, although =
Arthur had married, he and his wife had not had children, so the search contin- .
ued until he found a surviving relative, Chris Honeyborne, who was able to tell
him more about the family and to whom he will hand over the items which of

which he has been the custodian. Algernon Smith, head-
master of Tortworth

School 1908 - 1947

This handover will take place at St Leonard’s Church, Tortworth, on 28"
January 2025 and George is keen for anyone who wishes to come along to
share in this remarkable event and find out more. (As we go to print, I'm not sure of the timing of
this event, so please contact the churchwardens for more details.)

K Rea



Have You Read...?”

A book group for everyone at
Thornbury Library

; Have
’ 50%

y read?

~¥ Come and enjoy an open book
group with a difference No set novel to read. Just
drop in for an hour for refreshments and a chat.

Friday 3rd January 2pm - 3pm

Presenting
A ‘Mrs. Churchill - My
Q&fmﬁﬁé‘ Life with Winston’

starring Liz Grand as
Clementine Churchill
written by Kit Hunter

Churchill’s inspirational leadership helped win the
Second World War and his parliamentary career
as an MP lasted for 62 years.

What of Clementine, his wife for 56 years? Did he
bully her like he did so many others? Was he as
grumpy and irascible at home as he often was in
the House of Commons? Given his strength and
conviction, did she have any influence on him?

These questions and many more will be answered
in Liz Grand’s superb, portrayal of Clementine
Churchill. Her husband claimed that, “My most
brilliant achievement was my
ability to be able to persuade
my wife to marry me.”

Liz Grand has toured pre-
vious one-woman shows ‘The Second Best
Bed’ and ‘Where Is Mrs Christie?’ which have
both delighted audiences. Book the new show
with confidence!

Thornbury Methodist
Church Hall, High
ARMSTRONG Street, Saturday 18t
ARTS January 7.30pm.
GROUP
Tickets £15. Interval tea
and coffee from AAGThorn-
bury@gmail.com Tel 01454 850933

LEGO CLUB
at Thornbury Library

Listen to a story or some poems, then

create your own LEGO masterpieces

and display them in the library for your family and
friends to see.

FREE Every Saturday 9.30am
no booking required

10
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WEST OF ENGLAND RURAL NETWORK

JUNE TOV - VILLAGE AGENT
Charfield, Falfield, Cromhall, Rangeworthy,

Iron Acton, Tytherington & Tortworth.

Village Agents link people in rural areas to advice and support services
to maintain independent living. | offer a friendly, free and confidential
service to anyone 18+ and can provide information and advice on many
different issues that may be worrying you.

Help to stay living in your own home.
Information regarding care support.
Information on social groups and activities.
Support if you are feeling socially isolated and lonely.
Information regarding transport to medical appointments.
Information regarding financial concerns and money matters.
Help with completing forms, such as Attendance Allowance.
Information on keeping fit and active.
Advice on accident and falls prevention.
Advice on unwanted callers and scams.
Support with health and wellbeing.

If you would like further information, you can contact me on
07958 158 591 or email june@wern.org.uk

2 NI ]

South Gloucestershire

Delivering foryou

Computer Support 1-1 at
Thornbury Library

Book a session with our computer volunteer for IT
and digital support

4

W

Every Thursday
10am, 11am, 12 noon
NB Change of time

FALFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

OFFER OF A FREE
FRUIT TREE

@ 2025 at 11am Sally Patti-
% son the Linking the Levels
=4 Project Officer at South
Gloucestershlre Council will be on the Village
Green opposite St George’s Church where
she will hand out one free fruit tree per Falfield
household on a first come first serve basis.

For anyone who may have an old orchard who
might want more than one tree Sally can dis-
cuss the generous Forest of Avon grants that
are available for larger scale orchard planting.
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Introducing the
AUREUS TRIO

Gifted pianist,
Khrystyna Mykhaili-
— chenko, forms a trio

with violinist Eleanor
+ Holmes and cellist

Cameron Walls.

Khrystyna, from
Ukraine, stunned
the audience with
her solo perfor-
mance in the URC last year. She began to play the
piano when she was four, winning international
competitions six years later. At the outbreak of war
in February 2022, she fled to Poland with her moth-
er and sister, eventually settling in the North East
of the UK.

Eleanor has a scholarship to study violin with Re-
mus Azoitei, international soloist and Professor of
violin at the Royal Academy of Music in London.
She has been a co-leader in the National Youth
Orchestra of Great Britain and the leader of the
Hampshire County Youth Orchestra.

Cameron, also studying at the Royal Academy of
Music, was principal cellist of the Young Sinfonia
at Sage Gateshead and was a member of the Na-
tional Youth Orchestra in 2022, all leading to BBC
performances including The Proms.

Their programme;

Beethoven — Piano Trio no. 1 op.1 in E flat major.
Liszt/Saint Saens — Orpheus

Interval

Mendelssohn — Piano trio no. 1 op.49 in D minor

Saturday 15" February 7.30 at The United
Reformed Church, Chapel Street, Thorn-

bury, BS35 2BA.
A ARMSTRONG
ARTS
GROUP

Tickets £20 from AAGThorn-
bury@gmail.com or 01454
850933
Proceeds for Bristol Aid to
Ukraine

Ukrainian Storytime - Mondays at 4pm
at Thornbury Library

Tell your Ukrainian family, friends, and

7 ‘ = colleagues, about Zoya, a
4 Ukrainian teacher, who will
2| be in the library to share
stories, reading, etc, from
the Ukraine.
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ROCKHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
VACANCY

CLERK & RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL
OFFICER

Rockhampton Parish Council seeks to ap-
point a new Clerk & Responsible Financial
Officer (RFO). This post is part-time, working
from home for 3 hours per week and involves
attending four quarterly evening meetings
normally in February, May, August and No-
vember. The post is paid per the National
Salary Scale and will be an hourly between
£12.85 (SP5) & £14.36 (SP12) per hour, de-
pending on qualifications and experience.

The successful candidate must be computer
literate and be required to produce formal
agenda & minutes for meetings, handle in-
coming & outgoing correspondence, advise
the Council and carry out tasks as deter-
mined by the Council. In addition, as RFO
the Clerk will be responsible for all the finan-
cial administration, including banking, main-
taining the Council’'s accounts including pre-
senting these for the annual audit and pre-
paring the Council’s annual budget.

For further information or a job description
please contact:

Chair to Rockhampton Parish Council,

Mr Tom Cullimore at 3 Yew Tree Farm,
Newton, Thornbury

South Gloucestershire

BS35 1LG

Tel: 01454 412208 or 07899 925224
Email: tjcullimore@aol.com

The closing date to submit a CV is Friday
7™ February 2025

Thank you to everyone who has offered and
delivered help and support, sent good wish-

es and in other ways shown kindness during
my recent operation and recovery.

At this particular moment, I'm waiting to be
convinced that it was worth all the hassle but
time will tell, no doubt!

Kay
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Dick Bryant
1949 - 2024

Dick was born at Woodleaze Farm ltchington to Eric and Frances,and loved the outdoor
life.From about the age of three he had a trusty tricycle that went virtually everywhere with
him, if he couldn’t physically ride it then he would drag it around the farm. He often said it
served him well riding it round and around the manure heap trying to escape from his
mother.

His freedom was curtailed once he started his education at primary school and later passing

: the 11+ eventually following his older sisters Peggy and Bridget to Thornbury Grammar
school as did Ivor his younger brother, Dick however always said he was only there to make up the
numbers. It was considered an honour when he was selected to join the school rugby team, he was not so
convinced especially when he had to play a match on a Saturday! He thought it bad enough attending
school in the week! But! as an adult he revealed a secret, that at least once he succeeded in skipping
school by taking an away day to London on the train with a friend.

At 16 years he continued his education in the department of engineering at Filton Technical College
followed by a five year apprenticeship at Dando’s, a local garage in Chipping Sodbury. During that time,
besides learning a good trade there were many high jinks and camaraderie with his fellow apprentices.
Seeing his van one morning in the yard they thought he had come in early but no, he was sound asleep in
it after being out together the night before.

When fully qualified as a fitter he worked at various local transport firms and a plant firm before deciding to
work for himself, his customers and jobs were interesting and various. Transporting polo ponies to Spain
and Scotland was a particular highlight. The identity of one pony on board to Scotland was very hush hush,
in reality probably the worst kept secret, belonging to a certain royal very keen on polo at that time. An
HGYV fitter is young mans career, so in time he worked at a van hire company and finally became an HGV
inspector and tester for the DVLA.

An incidental job, or rather a favour, cropped up a couple of times when he was asked to be a wine waiter
for the then Earl of Ducie. In Dick’s unique style if anyone couldn’t decide if they wanted white or red he
told them, “When you’ve made up your mind let me know and I'll come back”.

Around the age of 13, Dick took part in the village nativity in Tytherington where he met Sue. It was the
really hard winter of 62/63 so the nativity was temporarily abandoned. Although their paths crossed a few
times it was approximately 10 years later they met up again at another village function the Tytherington
gymkhana dance. They married in 1978 and set up home in Brookside Cottage, Cromhall, working and
developing the garden from a jungle to its present state. Dick enjoyed his garden; building and making
many features as well as growing vegetables, and entering his sunflowers in Cromhall village flower and
produce show, winning the sunflower cup several times. He often won the cup for two consecutive years
but his ambition was to win it for three consecutive years and finally this year he succeeded. Dick would
also help run the bar at the Flower Show, wearing his distinctive bowler hat and colourful braces or a
waistcoat.

Besides gardening, Dick had many hobbies and interests throughout his life, jalopy racing, All Wheel Drive
trials competing in his landrover and also setting up the trials, he was a member of the first British team to
take part in the Baja 1000 race in Mexico as one of their mechanical support. A landrover chassis had been
sitting in the roof of Dick’s garage for many, many years, intending to rebuild i, this he
achieved only very recently, it is a beast of a thing to drive but he congratulated his
brother Ivor in keeping out of the cycle lanes on a recent drive out. He participated in
many historic vehicle road runs over the years, including the London to Brighton run for
commercial vehicles, also tractor runs, he took part in earth moving demonstrations at
Welland where he met and made friends with numerous people who say they loved
listening to his amusing stories and anecdotes. Another hobby was wood, coppicing,
felling trees, and subsequent cutting and splitting, also helping Hugh with his racksaw at shows. Some of
that wood was for the wood burner or to build their “plant palace” and green room in the garden.

Dick was also very successful at... sleeping. Sue always said he could sleep on a washing line, for
example; Dick maintained a QC’s landrover, and they were invited to “a bit of a do” at his house; later in the
evening Dick was found fast asleep under his antique dresser. On another occasion at an event at the
village hall, Dick went outside for a breath of fresh air and promptly fell asleep in the field next door, much
to the amusement of the children who kept going out to check on him. Then there was the time when they
were in Hong Kong, he seemed to have disappeared at the end of Boxing Day evening, after a mini search
he was found fast asleep in a land drain in the courtyard. Most recently at Sue’s god-daughter’s wedding,
he was sleeping peacefully after the speeches, which greatly amused the younger ones on their table.

They were fortunate to have many friends and relations worldwide, which enabled them to visit Hong Kong,
Cyprus, several visits to The States, and New Zealand a fond favourite of Dicks. They also drove to
Switzerland in a 20+ year old landrover and visited Canada with Peggy and Doug.
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= WE ARE LOOKING FOR
Nurses, Carers, Ancillary Staff

« Competitive Rates of Pay.

* 10% Enhancement at Weekends.

* Great Induction.

 Excellent Training Programmes.

» 24/7 Access to a Private GP.

* Holiday, Retail & Leisure Discounts.

* Profit Share Bonus Scheme.
e Up to £250 Welcome Bonus.
» Up to £250 Referral Bonus.
e And Much, Much More...

e .

4
CHIMNEY2SWEEP LTHUTGS : g}{
YOUR LOCAL CHIMNEY SPECIALIST Gardenlng Services ‘

Chimney2sweep Hutieman & Winter Tidy Uy
07727 994996 % Small/Medium Hedge Trimming
Stove installer s W% LawnCare © Pruning
. ? % Soil Health Treatments & Planting )
Chimney pots cowls and caps W Muching W Weeding
Birds nest removal/protection
Fully insured

Design. Lervices

Certificate with every sweep

& % GardenDesign W% Planting Plans
N

Wherever possible | use Organic principles to design %

and promote a healthy and sustainable garden,
ay benefiting both you & the Natural Environment.

? Please get in touch for a free competitive quote and ’

to discuss your requirements.
REG number 8580 . AJPGardeningServiceseoutlook.com

@ 07591028478 Ama da’s Gardening Services

0.8 ¢




The Armstrong Hall reopening pro-
ject - December 2024 update

o /
2 s / N Planning for The Armstrong Hall reopen-
=y | ~ ing project is intensifying and becoming
ST o =% more detailed as more information be-
 [uees) 8 5 L comes available.
‘ﬁfrﬁl'ﬁ('lf'Lf‘ (- - ~ What's happening?

-~ We expect to have a significant update for
everyone early in 2025 setting out the re-
opening plans.

Our thoughts are to have a public meeting supported with a brochure that addresses many of
the key matters we are sure you are all asking about.

. When will we re-open?

. What shows and activities will be on offer?

. What will the refurbishment look like?

Community questionnaire results

The feedback from our recent community questionnaire has been invaluable, confirming many of
our thoughts and offering new insights. We’re grateful to everyone who contributed. It’s clear
that Thornbury, as a town, needs this venue, which should serve as a space for large group
meetings, a theatre for local and visiting audiences, and a hub for amateur dramatic and musical
performances.

We also want it to be an inclusive, creative space at the heart of the town, offering a welcoming
environment for a range of social activities.

Fitting in with the local area

It is also very important for us to be aware of how it will fit into the town, in terms of avoiding
competition with the other businesses. We must try to support those businesses, not increase
their problems, and want to bring more footfall into the centre, despite the impending parking
charges. We're looking forward to speaking to the Chamber of Commerce in January, and hope
to work in partnership with all local organisations for mutual benefit.

One such organisation is The Castle School. A meeting with the Headteacher indicates that
there are fantastic opportunities for working with them, especially to help our local young people
access the arts and learn about the strength of our fabulous community. This meeting confirmed
how special Thornbury already is in terms of community engagement.

The building

The team is working hard on determining the necessary building work. It is essential to be com-
pliant with regulations including those relating to improved energy efficiency. The complete focus
remains on reopening the venue as soon as possible, while heeding all the professional advice
we are receiving. We're also working to improve the foyer for better accessibility, as indicated by
the questionnaire.

There is still juggling to be done to finalise a sound and achievable plan, but our intention is to
gather all the final pieces of information and advice needed in order to complete it.

The jigsaw is coming together!

Armstrong Hall Trust We are grateful to the Thornbury Town Council representatives of the
Trustee who continue to provide us with lots of help and encouragement.

Thank you for your support in 2024. Wishing everyone a Happy New Year!
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TYTHERINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH
PASTOR - BRIAN ALLEN

FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF ANY OF OUR SERVICES/ACTIVITIES, PLEASE CONTACT
Brian on 0117 9 793104 or e-mail: allenbroncksea@blueyonder.co.uk

5"  Joint Service At Chapel [Matthew 13:13 - 23] Brian
12"  Visit of the Magi [Matthew 2:1 - 12]* Brian
19"  Qualities of God (1) [Psalm 33:1 - 11] Brian
26™ Qualities of God (2) [Psalm 36:5 - 10] Brian

*Service will include Holy Communion

All services commence at 10:30am unless otherwise stated.

THORNBURY
At Clul: try
For over 60 years our

Thornbury Art Club has been a place for like-
minded people who love to paint together and
share experiences in a friendly atmosphere.

We invite you to come and try Thornbury Art Club,
a welcoming community where individuals from
diverse backgrounds come together to share their
creative passions. Whether you have a long-
standing interest in art or are completely new to it,
you will find a place here. We hold Studio
Groups on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
Here you can enjoy your painting and crafting in
the company of fellow members, learning from one
another, sharing stories and experiences that you
won't find on any on-line platform. Non-Members
are welcome to visit during our studio hours to see
what we are up to and to ask about memberships
in person.

Every 4th Tuesday of the month we hold an even-
ing Club Night when a variety of professional art-
ists will visit to demonstrate their art skills and
style. During the tea break we can catch up with
each other, chat to the artist about materials and
techniques and items for sale. Non- members are
welcome at just £6 on the door, held at St Mary’s
Church Hall, Eastland Rd, Thornbury.

We have started a Saturday morning Sketchers
Group where we meet outdoors for a relaxing
sketching session then go on to have tea and cof-
fee in a local cafe. We try to car share where pos-
sible.

Our club is open to everyone, regardless of artistic
experience or medium. Some of our members just
paint for fun, while others are successfully running
their own art businesses. Come and give us a try,
we’re always keen to have new members. Visit
www.thornburyartclub.co.uk, www.facebook.com/
ThornburyArtClub, email publicrela-
tions.tac@gmail.com or Tel.01454 414443

15

O\VESTON YOUNQFARMERS

90lh QQ%UNUP/J(Z Y

0

V% 9 “ance _

Join us as we celebrate 90 years of
‘Olvestofl Young Farmers Club

A
SAT ‘ 22 ‘ FEB *

. 3-course meal
Drinks on arrival
DJ & Dancing
Arrival from 7pm
Carriages 12:30am
™ Black Tie

£60pp individual tickets
£55pp per table of 10
Please message to book
your tickets
Alice: 07873 341222
Jess: 07908 997762
% O

u Thornbury Golf Centre,
BS353XL  «

THERE IS NOTHING MAGICAL
ABOUT THE FLIP OF THE
CALENDAR, BUT IT REPRESENTS
A CLEAN BREAK, A NEW HOPE,
&

A BLANK CANVAS.
- JASON SORO
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We can start
care within
24 hours

T

VillageCare 24

Visiting Care and Live-in Care for just the level of support you
need to live independently in your own home

Live-in Care Emergency Care Visiting Care
End of Life Overnight Care Post-operative
Support Rehabilitation

‘ Call us on 01454 400 025 to book a FREE home assessment

www . village-care.co.uk 63 High Street Thornbury BS35 2AN info@village-care.co.uk

L
Rated 9.4/10 by homecare.co.uk =ﬂgEUK

YO e Parish Players ) WITHYMORE WOOD
Weds 19th - Sat 22nd February 2025 SEASONED HARDWOOD

7.30pm Olveston and Tockington Parish LOGS
Hall BS32 4LQ

Box office 01454 202011 opens 11th Jan
Tickets: £12 Adults £8 Children £14 Premium seats

Find the latest info at https://www.facebook.com/
OlvestonParishPlayers (not ticket sales) Delivered direct to your door

The Pajama Game is a much-loved and well known, and we’ll stack them away!
light-hearted musical, sure to bring joy and laughter
on a February evening. This romantic comedy is set
in the Sleep-Tite Pajama Factory, where the em-
ployees decide to campaign for a pay rise. The fun
really starts when sparks begin to fly between su-
perintendent Sid Sorokin and union leader Kathe-
rine ‘Babe’ Williams. ‘Steam Heat’ and Hernando’s
Hideaway’ are just two of the famous classics in the
lively score by Jerry Ross and Richard Adler. The
story is based on the 1953 novel ‘7%z Cents’ by
Richard Bissell, who adapted it into the musical with
George Abbott.

The Parish Players is a local thea-

aﬁs“ tre group, with members from right Sa"y: 07510516050

laver across the local area. We stage a
\ )«em musical at Olveston and Tockington .
: ”j Y  Parish Hall every February. If you'd Email:
like to help back stage or front of sallytheloglady@outlook.com
house it's not too late to get in-
volved this year - do get in touch.

From a sack to a trailer load
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ADVERTISEMENTS: To advertise in this publication please contact
Tel: 07773 397080

Bridget Collett

Email: bridgetcollett@live.co.uk

TREE SURGERY

All types of tree work undertaken

QS?X‘{“& = Ex"e’feﬂw

Our services include:

tree reduction, thinning, bracing,
deadwood removal, felling

& hedge trimming

Friendly and professional
Fully qualified & insured

Free quotations )

[ree urgery
Call Dale now on: 07838 214392
www.simplywoodbristol.co.uk

Call Michael Dagger

Which2?

Trusted Trader

T:01454 418 341
mail.com

M:07817 304 236
www.mdaerials.co.uk

mikemdaerial

All types of aerial and satellite work undertaken including:

- Additional room feeds
- Setting up and tuning
- WI-FI access points

- Reception problems
- TV wall mounting
-CCTV

- Free Quotations

Over 34 years experience

Hills ‘n’ Vale
Chimney Cweep Cervice
Vacuum & Brush / Rotary Power Sweep
Fully Insured - Clean Professional Service
Kevin Jones
Falfield, Wotton-under-Edge, Glos

Tel 07885 837660
Email: kevin@hillsnvalechimney.co.uk

Chris Jones
Berkeley, Gloucestershire
Tel 07535 951326
Email: chris@bhillsnvalechimney.co.uk

Withymore Waste

Fully licensed waste collection.
Anything at all, large or small!

—

Friendly, reliable service.

Call Sally 07510516050.

Children’s Day Nurseries

Full and part-time childcare
Open 51 wks/yr 8:00am ‘til 6:00pm
Large indoor and outdoor play space
Home-cooked organic food . Qualified, caring staff-
Fun themed room. Nursery Education Grant funded.

All Childcare Vouchers accepted

TR

Please contact us for further information:

Alveston Charfield
Tel: 01454 419419 Tel: 01454 269500

www.ncnltd.co.uk info@ncnlitd.co.uk
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Thornbury Foodbank
k Shopping list

North Bristol
& South Glos

foodb

. We have a good stock of the following items
thank you: Tins of hot and cold meat,
crisps, deodorant

o Stock is running low on the following
items. Items in bold are most needed:

UHT milk

Fruit Juice
Tinned potatoes
Pulses

Tinned tomatoes
Tinned vegetables
Baked beans/

Instant Noodles spaghetti

Washing up liquid Cooking/pasta sauce
Rice pudding Cereal

Dog food Pasta

Cat food

Donations can be placed in the basket at

. Tesco

. Coop at Thornbury Fields

. Morrisons Oakleaze Road

. Turnberrie’s every Wednesday between
9.30 and 11.00am (Please do not leave
donations at Turnberrie’s outside these
times)

Donations may also be left at Thornbury
Baptist Church in the 4-drawer cabinet when
the church is open

Thank you so much for all the amazing
Christmas donations you have blessed us
with and for your on-going support

North Bristol
q & South Glos
b Foodbank

Together with Trussell




Gloucestershire renewables company scoops business award

ey L W - == A leading renewable energy company has been

" awarded Solar Panel Installer of the Year 2024 for

17 ';:: oreen [ ; Gloucestershire, in recognition of their expertise and
apone “S&'] outstanding service to customers.

e ,Green Team One, based near Wotton-under-Edge

= =70, and serving Gloucestershire, neighbouring counties,
-and south-east Wales, secured the win at the South-
"/ ern Enterprise Awards 2024.

4 . Now in their seventh year, the Southern Enterprise
| Awards celebrate businesses and individuals who are
ultimately altering the trajectory of their industries.

Creag Louttit-Vermaat, from Green Team One, said the team were delighted, as the award recog-
nised their expertise in renewables, dedication to customer service, and commitment to excel-
lence and quality.

“Our primary mission is always to deliver the best possible outcome, ensuring our customers re-
ceive the most suitable solution for their needs,” said Creag.

“There are many decisions involved in designing a renewable energy system, and due to its com-
plexity, homeowners and businesses can easily be misled by rogue traders cutting corners for
profit. Our promise is to offer the best advice, backed by our experience as engineers, and install
to the highest standard.”

Awards Coordinator Melissa Bramall commented: “l want to applaud each one of our winners for
their steadfast devotion to improving their industries and elevating their customers’ overall experi-
ence.”

Green Team One specialises in the installation of solar panels, solar batteries, heat pumps, EV
chargers, and air conditioning both for residential and commercial customers. For more infor-
mation about Green Team One, visit https://www.greenteamone.co.uk/.

ROCKHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

The last quarterly meeting took place on Monday 11" November 2024 at which Clir Tina Mitchel
Skinner took the Chair in the absence of Clir Tom Cullimore.

During Public participation, the Secretary of the Village Hall gave a brief outline regarding the Vil-
lage Hall’s current financial position and the efforts the Committee were making to increase the
hiring returns going forward. Later in the meeting Councillors discussed an application from the
Village Hall Committee for a grant to help with its ongoing costs and future improvements where
it was agreed that the Village Hall Committee be asked to provide details on its current year’s
budget and more detailed information on its proposals for improvements before making any final
decision.

Ward Councillor Riddle confirmed that speed checks had been completed during August and
September on the Lower Stone Road which reported that between 20% and 25% of traffic was
within the 30-mph speed limit. A request had been made for the Speed Visor to come back for a
further three weeks for more checks to be completed and that the Police had also been asked to
undertake further speed monitoring.

Under Financial Matters the Council’s budget for 2025/26 was agreed along with the Parish Pre-
cept, which was set at £3,850.00, an increase of £150.00 on the current financial year.

The next quarterly meeting is due to take place on Monday 24" February in the Village Hall
commencing at 7.30pm.
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New Year — New Power of Attorney

“Lasting Powers of Attorney are now even more important than Wills” according to Martin Lewis on
his recent ITV show.

So, this January make a new year’s resolution to make sure you have up-to-date Lasting Powers of At-
torney (LPAs) in place.

The money expert explained it is a huge mistake to leave this until you are older as you need to put them
in place when you are well. However young and well you feel , he said “the right time to put them in
place is NOW!”

Our local legal experts — Simpson Solicitors — offer all our readers a genuine FREE review meeting.
Even if you already put them in place a few years ago, it is so important they remain up to date.

With Simpsons, there are no long complicated forms for you to fill in - as they do all the work for you.
You will not feel rushed, as they will take as long as you need.

Michelle at Simpson Solicitors says “An LPA is how you appoint those you trust to support you to make
sure your wishes are followed if you become seriously ill and need assistance. They can make sure your
bills are paid, your finances are looked after and that you receive the medical ]
treatment you would want.”

NOTE An old and out of date Enduring Power of Attorney can cause huge delays —
waiting over 3 months to register them before they can be used as well as problems |
if the people appointed are no longer your current choices. Also they don’t cover
your health and welfare.

John at Simpsons says “Our LPA service is different. We get them registered at Court ready to be used,
all as part of our complete service. Plus, we provide aftercare to your Attorneys (at no extra cost) to help
them activate the LPAs and support for them in using them. It is all about us making it easy for you and
those you appoint.”

Simpson Solicitors also offer a FREE Home Visit Service for our readers who would find it difficult to get
to their offices.

To book free Will and LPA Review email messages@simpsonslawuk.com or call their friendly team on
01454 412 278.

Get up-to-date Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney to make sure it is
your wishes that are followed. Have peace of mind that everything is done
properly by our award-winning team: In person meetings. Plain English
advice. Clear fixed prices. No hidden costs. Protect their inheritance.

On your own: You choose who you want to inherit from you
Living together: Decide if and how your partner is

protected “We were made to

. ) . : feel very welcome
Parent Wills: Provide for children & name Guardians to and cared for” H.L
raise them

. . “You have lifted a
Later Life Wills: Protect inheritance from Tax and Care g,eatu weight off our

Home Fees shoulders” C.R.

Lasting Powers of Attorney: Appoint those you trust to
make decisions, in case of serious illness or injury

Get in touch: message @simpsonslawuk.com | 01454 412 278

Or visit our ground floor offices (free client car park):
12 The Plain, Thornbury, BS35 2BE | simpsonsolicitors.com
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CROMHALL CHAPEL

Registered Charity No: 1179269
Welcomes You!

Tel: Simon Carey (Pastor — Elder) 07824 804305 Email: simoncromhallchapel@gmail.com

All our sermons are available on the website: WWW.CROMHALLCHAPEL.ORG

Join us as we worship the Lord each Sunday, followed by refreshments.

5" (10.30am) Simon Carey (6.30pm) David Frampton
12 (10.30am) Richard Luxton (6.30pm) Simon Carey
19" (10.30am) Steve Loader (6.30pm) Simon Carey
26" (10.30am) Derek Cleave (6.30pm) Alan Tarling

Tuesday half hour of prayer on zoom: 7"" and 21 at 7.00pm, 14" and 28™at 9.30am.

Wednesdays at 7.30pm: 1°' and 15" — we meet for Bible Study and Prayer in various homes in the area.
8" we meet all together on zoom for Bible Study and Prayer. 22™ Members’ Meeting. 29" Communion
and Prayer.

Thursday Coffee Mornings: Come and join us for a cup of tea or coffee with homemade cake each
Thursday from 10.00am-12noon.

Cromhall Crafters: Tuesday 14" at 7.00pm. Come along and join a friendly group of ladies as we work
on our own crafts and chat over a cup of tea.

h WI Falfield WI

t e Our December meeting included making a table centre decoration using an empty
WPRNGWOMEN | cornflakes packet and margarine tub. Joan Adams helped with the basic construc-
tion along with Jenny Jones and we produced some really good end results. Some with fresh
flowers and greenery and some with decorations and baubles. Refreshments were served during
the construction.

Volunteers were required for the skittles tournament, and a request was made for up to date de-
tails for any member who had changed address or phone number.

The coffee morning on the 30th November raised £238 for the new Toddler Group at the village
hall.

Our January meeting will be a New Year Party. Members may bring along a guest. A board was
circulated for volunteers to bring food for a buffet.

Our seasonal good wishes and peace to all.
Driveways

NIV E:

VYN 1@ elelnr 7.V dn] Foundations etc

Small loads of aggregates
GROUND WORKS & top soil supplied

Mini Digger Specialist
All Ground Works Undertaken

Tel: 01454 294695 . Mobile: 07970 965669 : Email: woodward1171@yahoo.com
Heathend Cottage . Cromhall . Wotton-under-Edge . GL12 8AS

VAT No: 801 1244 91
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Enjoy getting
hands on with our

Alpaca Meet &

Greet Experience.
Alpaca EdU Workshop Gift Certificates are now
offers a fantastic outdoor .F available - ideal for
educational workshop for EXPIOY'@ +l/] 6 W()Vld@l’ Ml holidays, birthdays and
kids of all ages. WOY’M O.F ﬂllPﬂM\S W|+M special occasions.
Check out our online shop our rav]@@ O-F Contact us for
for 100% Pure Al : information about

ift ite husbandry course and
L &’ Worksm OPS‘ starter herds.

www.fennellsalpacas.com Wobile: 0712 770053 ﬂ

CROMHALL VILLAGE SHOP AND
POST OFFICE

As was reported at the AGM in October, for
the last four years the shop has not been fi-
nancially viable. This is due to insufficient
customers and rising costs, notably electricity.

Following the AGM, the Association members
regretfully voted to close the shop

The committee has decided that The Shop
will cease trading on 28" February
2025.

Until that date, while long life and slow selling
items will not be replaced, regular deliveries
of papers, milk, bread, meat and popular gro-
ceries will continue.

The closure of the shop means that the Post
Office will also have to close. However, it is
hoped that Tytherington Post Office will con-
tinue to operate.

The committee would like to thank all our cus-
tomers for their support. Special thanks is
due to all our volunteers, past and present for
their commitment and hard work over the last
28 years.

ONEYOU Cﬁj

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE @

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU,

ARE YOU READY TO QUIT SMOKING?

Face-to-face clinics now available at the following locations:
Kingswood Patchway Filton Yate

Receive personal support through regular 1-to-1 sessions with a trained stop
smoking advisor. We can provide free guidance and support across a 12-week
programme and help you access e-cigarettes and Nicotine Replacement
Therapy to help you quit smoking for good.

TO BOOK YOUR FREE SESSION:

0 Text your name and the word “READY" to 80011
® 01454 865337

&  www.oneyou.southglos.gov.uk for more information
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South Glos School term dates ol alal ol ol aralaral

2025 St Peter’s Hospice Severnside Support
Group
Term 3
Monday 6 January - Friday 14 February WINTER WARMER LUNCH
at
Term 4 Methodist Church Hall, Thornbury
on

Monday 24 February - Friday 4 April Monday 20th January at 1.00pm

Term 5
Tuesday 22 April - Friday 23 May

Cottage Pie and Crumble
followed by tea/coffee —
vegetarian option available.

%

R
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Term 6 ;

Monday 2 June - Tuesday 22 July B Tickets: £10.00 per person &

and are available from St ¢
Peter's Hospice Shop,

High Street, Thornbury, from 6th Janu-

ary 2025, or you can pay on the door.

Please support St Peter’s,
your local Hospice.

Sharing the Caring

=P 2 B 20 2 B £ 2l £

Cromhall 100 Club
It's that time of year again.... to renew, or perhaps buy for the first time, numbers for Cromhall’s 100 Club.

The year runs from January to December with four ordinary draws taking place in February, May, August
and November where prizes of £30, £20 and £10 are drawn and two special draws at Easter and Christ-
mas with one prize of £50. So, you have several chances of winning something every year!

Money raised from the club goes to support St.Andrew’s Church, Cromhall, boosting much needed funds
to help with general running and maintenance of the building. This year, more than ever, your support will
be greatly appreciated as we face expensive repairs and rising costs.

You can have any number of club numbers, for 2024, at £10 each and you can buy them at any time but to
be in for all of the chances to win we would like to receive all applications by the end of this year, Decem-
ber 2024.

Once the club is complete you can confirm your number/s which will be displayed in Cromhall Village shop
and the Church Porch (where winning numbers will be advertised too).

To be in with a chance, please complete the slip below and return to Cromhall Village Shop or any
Cromhall PCC member along with payment of £10 for each number required.

Thank you for your much appreciated support and Good Luck! St.Andrew’s PCC

CROMHALL 100 Club 2025 Please return this slip in an envelope with payment (cash or cheque
made out to “Cromhall PCC”) to Cromhall Village Shop.

Number of Nos required ............... at£10 each. Amounttopay ........c.c.cceeennie

If you are a lucky winner, to whom should the prize cheque be made payable?
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A Visit to Milbury Heath

The current Dobies Garden Centre has grown out of an original horticultural business started on this junc-
tion of the Milbury Heath Road in between the two world wars. It was called The Forest and Orchard Nurse-
ry and their office was an attractive little bungalow facing the A38 where a rather less attractive modern
building has recently been constructed. This road leads along to the little hamlet of Milbury Heath with its
now disused Methodist Chapel dominating the landscape. Clustered around it are various houses and cot-
tages. Until fairly recent times, there was a little general store situated here, also a sub-Post Office. The
area has the appearance of a little village green which has recently been enhanced by two local residents
who have created a small village pond on the site where one used to exist. These two men live in a short
row of semi-detached houses which were built after the war to accommodate agricultural workers.

From this high point is a most attractive view towards the north of the parish and beyond to Stone and the
River Severn. A bench has been placed here, where those who choose to, can enjoy this panorama. Alt-
hough it is very small, the hamlet has a friendly and inviting aura. There is another little road to enter or exit
the hamlet. It stretches just a short distance down a steep pitch from the chapel to the A38. There is also a
set of stone steps which can be used to access the area from the main road. At this spot, existed, until the
widening of the A38 in the 1950s, an old blacksmith’s workshop. It had originally been worked by the Clark
family who lived in the house perched on the top of the high ground, commanding a wonderful view over
the Severn Estuary. Between this house and the chapel stands another house called ‘The Kepters’. This is
an old word for ‘Keepers’ and probably has some association anciently with the gamekeepers who would
have guarded the Thornbury Estate lands in this area. It is also very close to the Tortworth Estate lands.
‘The Kepters’ was apparently, many years ago, an inn. Reportedly, it would appear to have features which
would provide evidence to verify this. Possibly, it closed and The White Horse was built to replace it. This
is not necessarily the case but it is something that frequently happened. The licence from one ale-house
was granted to another close by.

The name of this lane is Chapel Lane and it connects directly across the main road with Whitewall Lane.
This is a very narrow hollow way (signifying an ancient, well-used route) dropping down into Clay Lane and
the general Crossways area. The other road out of the hamlet, which goes past the Dobies Garden Centre,
connects across the main road with Hackett Lane which again drops down eventually to Crossways. Again,
the lane appears to be a hollow way.

In centuries past, Milbury Heath and Buckover would have been rather remote communities. Life would
have been bleak, physically perched upon such high ground. The fact has emerged during the compiling of
this book that a tight-knit community existed here and this is probably the reason. In order to survive, the
families would be inter-dependent

Before leaving the hamlet of Milbury Heath, there are two other features worthy of mention. One is the
Green Lane. This lane is a no through road, but leads to official, established footpaths with stone slab
stiles which are a feature of the Thornbury area. The main footpath goes through to The Hill at Tythering-
ton. Another one goes across to the water tower near the old Abadan Garage.

The other feature near by no longer exists, but the site does. Where two modern homes are now built,
originally stood two (or three?) wooden bungalows. These comprised a small isolation hospital for use in
the early twentieth century. Later on, they were turned into homes, but circa 1980 they were demolished
and new houses were built.

Shortly after this location, the traveller can choose to branch left, passing the top of Brinkmarsh Lane, and
then continue over the motorway bridge, past Hope Farm to the beautiful wooded lanes leading to
Crombhall. This area was anciently a small separate manor called Hope. The meaning of ‘Hope’ is, ‘Valley
of thieves’. One is tempted to imagine that his may refer to highwaymen or other vagabonds, who lay in
wait on this remote terrain of heath and woodland to surprise and rob their victims. Sweeping up in the
direction of the higher ground, one arrives at Cutts Heath and on old maps it shows that a turnpike gate
existed here. There are scattered cottages, and the road links up with Baden Hill. This is another remote
hamlet consisting of only a few houses. | am always tempted to think that his location holds some mystery
because of its strange ‘unmade’ appearance. This is the outpost of Falfield Parish and the various lanes
lead off steeply down into Tytherington Parish. The Falfield postman in years gone by, reportedly, walked
from Falfield Post Office to Tytherington by this route. He walked there in the morning delivering on his
way, collected the mail from the post boxes and made his way back in the afternoon. | remember someone
once telling me, that somewhere in the location of Baden Hill there was a purpose-built little hut where he
could stop for a rest and to have his refreshments.

Far away in this quiet, remote location, the central village of Falfield appears to have little relevance. The
quickest way to return would be through Brinkmarsh Lane. Apparently, there was an old coach route from
Tytherington, via Brinkmarsh to Whitfield. Once back down in the village, there are lanes and hamlets we
have not yet explored.

Extract from We Grew Up in Falfield’ by Ann Riddiford
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Your magazine: How to send copy or adverts for inclusion in ‘5 Alive’:

NEWS COPY:

Where?

. News items should be sent to Kay Rea, The Bungalow, Moorslade, Falfield, GL12 8DJ Tel. 01454 260364 Email:
kay.rea@btinternet.com

When?

. Copy date is strictly before midnight on the 19th of each month (but the earlier we receive material the better).

In what form?

. Please submit all copy by e-mail (attachments should be in Word or Publisher format, not PDF). (We reserve the right of
the editor to edit, and you may find that small changes are made for the sake of space etc)

° If you want to submit an advertising poster or similar, black and white is preferable as it reproduces more clearly.

L Charities wishing to publicise events should quote their charity number.

ADVERTISING:

. The deadline for inclusion of advertising in 5 Alive is the 12th of the month preceding publica-

tion. Enquiries about advertising should be directed to Bridget Collett Tel: 07773 397080 Email:
bridgetcollett@live.co.uk

Charges per issue are as follows:

Business Rates Rates for businesses within the 5 parishes
Full page: £60 £42
Half page: £30 £21
Quarter page: £19 £16
Eighth of page: £12 £10

There is a 10% discount for advertisers paying for a year’s advertising in advance and 5% for those paying for
6 months’ advertising in advance.

Payment may be made by BACS.

 —
AsKath
For all Animal & Fet Car‘eoo

Making pet ownership simpler for you

Home Dog Boarding now availabkle

Dﬂg WElkjﬂg & Feed il"lg 2 Licence for Ecarding
Cat Feeding & Petting DBS Checked & Fully Insured
Rabbit & Guinea Pig Feeding -‘-;‘:’_";: E;"gg‘:fm";""m
Horse Turn Out =%
Chickens

Vet Transport
Grooming Transport
Bird Feeding

Fish Feeding

ermail: kathbryant @ vahoo.co.uk
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