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There’s always 
a reason to 
smile ….. find it! 

 
Now where 
did I leave 
my caravan? 

Community newsletter for Tytherington, Rockhampton, Cromhall, Falfield and Tortworth 

Volume 22  Issue 2                                                                                                 February 2025 

The Church of England and the Parish Church 
 

I’m writing just a few days after Justin Welby laid down his pastoral staff as Archbishop of Canter-
bury, he’s now left Lambeth Palace and Canterbury Cathedral for the last 
time. It’s a week in which we’ve been reminded so frequently of the abuse of 
young women and girls, of the abuse of young men and boys and of groom-
ing gangs. It has covered every aspect of society and has left many people 
hurt with many who have suffered now feeling shame and guilt. In the midst 
of it the church has failed to respond appropriately to those who have suf-
fered at the hands of church leaders and others.  
 

I must say how profoundly sorry I am, and the clergy I know are, are for the 
hurt that so many have suffered and for the way in which the church has 
failed to listen to you and to support you.  How the abuse has been wors-

ened by the cover-up, inaction, irresponsibility, indifference and inhumanity of many in the church, 
we are so sorry. 
 

I am pleased that the church is now taking this seriously and working for change, to have inde-
pendent oversight of safeguarding with church leaders and all in authority being held to account 
and treated equally. Importantly those who have been harmed in any way will now be taken seri-
ously so that healing may begin. 
 

Alongside the issues the national church has had to face, the church in the villages continues to 
seek to serve the community and to offer regular worship to God, to be here for you. Over the 
Christmas period I was delighted to share worship with you in three of the village churches.  
 

As a retired vicar I’m pleased to help in these 5 parishes not only with the Sunday services but 
with weddings, baptisms and funerals. Having spent much of my active ministry in rural parishes, 
not dissimilar to those served by 5 Alive, I recognise the importance of village communities and 
for the church to play a vital part in the life of the community. I once heard of the local church be-
ing described as an “enigmatic presence,” of having an unrecognised position in society but mak-
ing a huge difference to the life of the place; nobody being quite sure why but recognising the im-
portance of church. The church is, I believe, an outward sign of 
God’s continuing presence in the community. 
 

Whilst I have to agree that there are issues with the Church of 
England and its structures of safeguarding and accountability, I 
do believe that the church in the parishes and villages is still alive 
and doing good work in support of the community, we are here 
for you. If you would like to contact us you will find details of the 
church services and the churchwardens on the Church Service 
page of 5 Alive. 
 

We are pleased to be a continuing presence in the community. 
 

Rob Axford  

 February 
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We are a family run business dedicated to providing the perfect environment for your cats 
to stay.  
 

Set in a quiet, secluded countryside residence, this newly-built cattery has been con-
structed to the highest standards and is fully licensed by South Gloucestershire Council. 

 

 
 For all enquires please contact Nicola on 07799 805996 

ASHWORTHY CATTERY  

ASHWORTHY FARM, TYTHERINGTON,  

NR WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE, GLOS   GL12 8QD 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

All enquiries about advertising in 5 Alive 
should be addressed to Bridget Collett  
Tel: 07773 397080 or Email: bridgetcol-
lett@live.co.uk 

Rhymetime at Thornbury Library  
 
 

FREE  
 

Every Monday and Friday 
9.30am-10am 

 
NB The Library opens early especially for this 
event 

View 5 Alive online   
 

Remember that 5 Alive is available online and in 
colour at:  

• www.www.falfieldparishcouncil.org.uk 

• https://cromhall.com/cromhall/st-andrews-
church  

• www.tytherington-pc.gov.uk 

Tytherington Baptist Church 
 

Our next Afternoon Tea will be held 
on  

Wednesday 5
TH

 FEBRUARY,  
commencing at 2:30 p.m. in the 

Schoolroom.  
 

Everyone welcome 
 

Sandwiches, Savouries, Cakes  
‘Bottomless’ Coffee/Tea pots - only £3 pp 

 

Alveston Gardens Association 
 

Jubilee Hall, Alveston 
7.30pm 

 
3rd February 

 “Route 66, The Mother Road”  
by David Hartnell 

 
All welcome – Visitors (£3) 

http://www.falfieldparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Don’t forget 
 

CRAFT & CHAT 
 

TYTHERINGTON VILLAGE HALL 
EVERY THURSDAY  

10.00 – 12.30 
 

BRING YOUR OWN CRAFT  AND COME 
ALONG FOR A 

 RELAXING, SOCIAL 
GET-TOGETHER 

 

COST £3   FREE REFRESHMENTS 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
CONTACT SUE 07473 881 219 

Tytherington History Group 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 14th 2025 
  7.30pm 

SPEAKER: JACKIE CARPENTER  
ON 

ACTON COURT & THE POYNTZ 
FAMILY 

Iron Acton is lucky to have this survivor. 

in Baptist School Room  

(at rear of chapel) 

All welcome 

£2 members and £3 for visitors 

CROMHALL VILLAGE SHOP AND 
POST OFFICE 

For the last four years the shop has not been 
financially viable.  This is due to insufficient 
customers and rising costs, notably electricity, 
and following the AGM, the Association mem-
bers regretfully voted to close the shop. 

The Shop will cease trading on 
28

th
 February 2025. 

Until that date, while long life and slow selling 
items will not be replaced, regular deliveries 
of papers, milk, bread, meat and popular gro-
ceries will continue. 

The closure of the shop means that 
the Post Office will also have to 
close.  However, it is hoped that 
Tytherington Post Office  will con-

tinue to operate.  See page 18 for further 
information on this subject. 

The committee would like to thank all our cus-
tomers for their support.  Special thanks is 
due to all our volunteers, past and present for 
their commitment and hard work over the last 
28 years. 

Thornbury & District u3a 
Coffee Morning at Porch House,  

Christ the King, Castle Street, Thornbury 

10:30 – 11:30 on Saturday 8
th

 March 

Members and Non-members are welcome. Some 
u3a groups will be represented and will be happy 
to answer questions. There will also be refresh-
ments.  Please do come along to meet other peo-
ple and have a coffee and chat.  

NB – For Members with NO email address - The 
Autumn newsletter will be available for collection. 
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Thank you to Rockhampton 
Parish Council for their kind 

donation to our printing costs. 
 

The printing costs of 5 Alive are chiefly met by 
revenue from our advertisers, together with 
donations from parish councils, some regular 
users and readers.  The editor and treasurer give 
their time gratis, which enables us to offer copies 
free of charge to residents of our 5 villages. 
 

If you regularly enjoy reading 5 Alive but do not 
live in one of our 5 villages, perhaps you would 
like to consider making a contribution to our 
printing costs. 
 

For ease of administration, we prefer payments by 
BACS  
Account Name:   Benefice Newsletter  
Bank Sort Code:  55-61-38  
Account No:    72008733    
Reference:   (Your name to allow us to   
     identify the payment.)   
 

Regular donations may also be made by standing 
order. 
 

For further details please contact our Treasurer, 
Mr Geoff Crosthwaite telephone 01454 294140  

Email: geoffrey.crosthwaite@gmail.com 
or write to him at The Barn, Townwell, Cromhall, 
Wotton-Under-Edge, GL12 8AQ.  
 

Cheques, payable to Benefice Newsletter, may 
also be sent to our treasurer or the editor. 

 

Tat3  
will meet in  

Cromhall Village hall                                                     
 for tea and a chat 

on Wed 12th Fbruary 

at 3pm.                                                          
We look forward to seeing you there. 

Ann & helpers 

If you would like to be picked up, please let me 
know and I will arrange it.  For more information 
contact Ann on 01454 294200 

Alveston History Association 
 

Weds 26th Feb 2025    
 

Professor Ronald Hutton will talk about   
‘King Charles 1st’ 

 
 

Alveston Methodist Church at 7.30pm 
 

Newcomers and visitors always welcome 

Wine and Cheese Tasting 
 

Rockhampton Village Hall 
 

Saturday 8
th

 March  
at 7.30pm 

 

   Tickets £20 pp 
 
Come along and try 
6 different wines 
paired with a 
cheese from 
around the world.                     

For tickets ring 
07503185603 

 
Raffle      

Opportunity to 
buy some of the wine 
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To all  
babies and pre-school children  

in Falfield and the surrounding area, 
ask an adult you know to bring you 

along to 
 

Falfield Village Hall  
on Wednesday  

mornings between 
9.30 - 11.30am   

You will have lots of toys to play 
with, then we will make 

you and the adults a 
drink and snack.  

 

Please ask your adult to bring  
£2 cash for you both, then 

50p for each additional child and 50p 
for each additional adult who comes 

with you. 

Falfield 
baby & toddler group 

 Club Night is Tues 
25th February with 
David Johnson who 
will demonstrate a 

variety of techniques using palette knives and 
brushes to achieve a wide range of texture 
and patterns in oils and acrylics.  
 

DJ is an independent freelance artist, devel-
oping his style initially within the commercial 
world. More recently as a tutor, running clas-
ses, and workshops, and writing articles for 
art magazines.   Come and watch an artist at 
work, ask questions and get some tips.  
 

 Members free.  Visitors are always very wel-

come - £6 on the door, includes tea & biscuits. 

7.15 for 7.30pm. Free parking on-site. 
Venue: St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Rd, 

Thornbury, BS35 1DR 
For more details visit  www.thornburyartclub.co.uk,  
www.facebook.com/ThornburyArtClub,  
 email publicrelations.tac@gmail.com or  Tel.01454 
414433  

NEW staffed hours  at Thornbury Library 
 

Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri 10-5, Sat 9.30-12.30 
 

Rhymetime 9.30-10 (Monday and Friday) 
special opening time for this event only. 

http://www.thornburyartclub.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ThornburyArtClub
mailto:publicrelations.tac@gmail.com
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Enjoy a free hot drink in Thornbury library! 

Available Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri  

10.30am - 4.00pm 
 

Use the computers or use your own iPad, phone 
etc. (wifi available)  Read a book, a newspaper, 
browse the shelves, enjoy a communal puzzle or 

just relax 

With Guest Quiz Master 

A Film Club for  Tytherington 
 

Why?   We all like story telling. This is 
a chance to see films you want to see, 
in a warm friendly atmosphere, with-

out the travel and expense of commercial cinema, 
with refreshments and on the spot parking.  
Any funds raised will help to support the Village 
Hall, the Shop and the Post Office.                         

For whom?  Anyone over 16 who pays the mem-
bership fee 

What would it cost?  We are thinking 
about £30 a year for about 10 films 
Where?   Tytherington Village Hall 
When?    Friday evenings but not clash-
ing with History Group! 
What kind of films?  Could be popular 
classics, new releases, films from around the 
world, award winners, documentaries, animations, 
members’ requests (within reason!) The Hall has 
an up to date surround sound AV system and li-
cences to  
stream and play broadcast content so this extends 
what we can make available to watch. 
 

Latest News 
• We circulated some information about 

this last month, see above. 
• We now have a list of possible films that 

could be shown and a membership form 
if you would like to join. 

• We also have a list of dates about once 
a month, the first being on Friday even-
ing 21

st
 March. We know that you will 

only want to come to some of the films 
but we feel the price of membership at 
£30 per year allows for this.  

• You can collect further information from 
the village shop whenever convenient, or 
you can email to request it at 
tvsa@btconnect.com 

Falfield Village Hall Management 

Committee 

 

Wine Tasting  Evening  

with Supper 

Australian Wines 
 

 

Falfield Village Hall 
 

Saturday 8th February 2025  

starting at 7.30pm 

 

Ticket only event 

£20 per person in-

cludes  

8 varieties of wine and 

a light supper 

Tickets available online https:// 

www.falfieldvillagehall.co.uk/ 

regular-events 

mailto:tvsa@btconnect.com
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Church services and information 
 

A reminder that the five parishes of the former benefice are now 
separate entities.  There is no longer a benefice office or a central 
point of contact.  This means that the churchwardens of each church 
need to be contacted directly. 
 

Cromhall:        Ann Greenhalgh 01454 294200 or 
      Stephen Youngs 01454 300260, 07735 396775  
          churchwarden@saintandrewscromhall.org.uk 
Falfield:     Headley Pain 01454 269017  
Rockhampton:   Liz Cullimore 01454 412208  
Tortworth:        Hilary Legg 01454 413234 or  
      Fen Marshall 07875 560988 
Tytherington:   John Williams 01454 412515 or        
          Phil Coward 01454 281444 

If they are unavailable, please try one of the other Wardens who will try to help you.  Whilst they may not 
be available instantly, leave a message and they will deal with it as soon as they can.  Failing that, contact 
Rev. Graham Stacey, the Area Dean on areadean@wottondeanery.org.uk or Tel. 01453 709859  
 

Cromhall   NB Services at Cromhall are now on 2nd & 4th Sundays 
Sun 9th     9.30am  Holy Communion (Rev. Bob Callaghan) 

Sun 23rd    9.30am   Holy Communion (Rev. Ian Gardner) 
 

Falfield 

Sun 9th     10.30am   Holy Communion  
Sun 16th    10.30am   Morning Prayer  
 

Rockhampton 
Sun 23rd     10.30am   Holy Communion 
 

Tortworth 
Sun 2nd     10.30am   Holy Communion 
Sun 16th    10.30am   Stained glass and history; another chance to see Church pieces not   
          usually on view (with a coffee.) 

Sun 2nd Mar  10.30am  Holy Communion 
 

Tytherington 
Sun 2nd     10.30am   Joint service at St James’ including signing of the Annual Covenant  
Thurs 6th    9.30am   Said Communion 

Sun 16th    10.30am  Holy Communion 

Olveston YFC 

As we enter Olveston Young Farmers’ 90
th
 year as a club, we have certainly had our hands 

full!  At the start of the year, we arranged a Christmas Tree collection around the local areas, 
including Thornbury, Falfield, Berkeley, Alveston, Olveston, Almondsbury, Pilning, Tythering-
ton and more!  We had 5 trailers out collecting the trees over the weekend thanks to some of 
our members and advisory giving up their time and fuel to help. We managed to collect over 
130 from these areas and raise over £900! This money will be split between club funds and 

Gloucestershire Farming Friends, which is a charity offering mental health support to farmers and rural 
people within Gloucestershire. Fundraising is an important part of being a young farmer as all events we 
hold allow us to give back to the club, or other local charities to help make a difference.   

At the end of the month, we held our annual charity tractor run. This is a highly-anticipated event with 
members from other clubs, as well as other farmers, bringing their tractor out for a ride and having a social 
catch up. The tractors met at Actrees Farm (Berkeley) before heading through Berkeley High Street, 
through Hill and Rockhampton, then through Thornbury and Alveston before finishing the run at Chandlers 
in Elberton for a BBQ. Here we also had a Dynamometer, which can test the horsepower of a tractor. This 
had a huge interest from our drivers as they all tested their tractors, which also raised more money for our 
charities.  

At the end of February, we are holding our 90
th
 Anniversary dinner and dance. This is one of the biggest 

and most glamorous events we have held as a club, as 90 years is a huge achievement. We will also be 
holding a raffle at this event with prizes kindly donated by many local businesses. All are welcome to buy 
raffle tickets, and if any local businesses would still like to kindly donate any prize, then please do get in 
touch. We would be extremely grateful. Alice – 07873 341222 
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Introducing the AUREUS TRIO 
 

 Gifted pianist, Khrystyna 
Mykhailichenko, forms a trio with 
violinist Eleanor Holmes and cel-
list Cameron Walls.                                       
 

Khrystyna, from Ukraine, 
stunned the audience with her 

solo performance in the URC last year. She began 
to play the piano when she was four, winning inter-
national competitions six years later. At the out-
break of war in February 2022, she fled to Poland 
with her mother and sister, eventually settling in the 
North East of the UK.    
 

Eleanor has a scholarship to study violin with Re-
mus Azoitei, international soloist and Professor of 
violin at the Royal Academy of Music in London. 
She has been a co-leader in the National Youth 
Orchestra of Great Britain and the leader of the 
Hampshire County Youth Orchestra. 
 

Cameron, also studying at the Royal Academy of 
Music, was principal cellist of the Young Sinfonia 
at Sage Gateshead and was a member of the Na-
tional Youth Orchestra in 2022, all leading to BBC 
performances including The Proms. 
 

Their programme; 
Beethoven – Piano Trio no. 1 op.1 in E flat major. 
Liszt/Saint Saens – Orpheus                                                                        
Interval 
Mendelssohn – Piano trio no. 1 op.49 in D minor 
 

Saturday 15th February 7.30 at The United 
Reformed Church, Chapel 
Street, Thornbury, BS35 2BA.  
Tickets £20 from AAGThorn-
bury@gmail.com or 01454 850933 

 

Proceeds for Bristol Aid to Ukraine                                                  

Fostering – make a real difference to a 
young life 

Are you feeling inspired to contribute 
more to your local community? One way 
you could make a life-changing difference 
is to become a foster carer.  

South Gloucestershire Council is looking to 
increase the number of foster carers in this 
area, so that children 
and young people com-
ing into care can stay 
in their local communi-
ties, close to friends 
and family.  

Foster carers play a 
vital role in looking after vulnerable children, 
they provide loving and stable homes for 
those who are unable to live with their birth 
families.  

South Glos foster carers benefit from financial 
support, comprehensive training, a dedicated 
social worker, and access to a therapeutic 
support team and 24-hour duty team.  

The fostering community comes together with 
throughout the year for daytrips, family fun 
days and seasonal events. And smaller, family 
constellations connect even more regularly to 
support each other like extended family.  

Every application to foster is considered on an 
individual basis and you can be a foster carer 
regardless of your marital status, sexuality, 
employment status, ethnicity, or religion. 
There is no upper age limit, but you do need 
to have a spare bedroom for a child or young 
person to use. 

Are you ready to make a difference to a 
young life? Want to know more? Visit foster-
southglos.org.uk, call 01454 866423 or, 
email foster@southglos.gov.uk. 

 

 

Saturday 1st March 2025  
 

Choral Workshop  
 

Under the leadership of our conductor, Steven 
Kings. We shall be singing Stravinsky's 

"Symphony of Psalms" and Brahms's "Song of 
Destiny". 

 
NB The event will be held at Alveston Method-

ist Church, BS35 3RA.  
 

Cost: £20 (drinks included) and lunch may be pre-
ordered at a cost of £12. 

 
A group of members from a Finnish Choir, 

Kamarikuoro Piccante will be joining us for this 
occasion and we are sure they will receive a warm 

welcome. 

 
Further information and booking forms are availa-

ble from  www.thornburychoralsociety.org.uk 

Sunday 16th February 
Thornbury Chamber Players 

(a group of local musicians led by Chris Hill) 
 

St. Mary's Church, Thornbury 
4.00pm - 5.00pm  

 
Followed by refreshments. 

 

Admission: Free.  
 

There will be a retiring collection. 

mailto:AAGThornbury@gmail.com
mailto:AAGThornbury@gmail.com
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Chimney2sweep   
07727 994996 

 

Stove installer  

Chimney pots cowls and caps   

Birds nest removal/protection 

   Fully insured   

Certificate with every sweep 

 
 

 

REG number 8580 
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Tytherington & Itchington Parish Council 
 

The Council wishes all residents a very happy new year. 

Exciting times are ahead as the Trustees of The Tytherington Recreation Ground also known as 
The Hardwicke Field, are considering replacing the old sports pavilion with a new one, using 
grant funding and CIL funds. The current pavilion is nearing the end of its life and a decision 
needs to be made about its future.  Funds are also available to upgrade the play area on the Ty-
therington Recreation Ground by installing more play equipment.  Residents may remember that 
there used to be several items of play equipment located near the pavilion with only the swings 
surviving now. 

A consultation is due to be released soon that we encourage all residents to participate in, there 
are  questions about the pavilion, use of the field and options presented around possible new 
play or exercise equipment residents would like to see on the Tytherington Recreation Ground. 
There is also a Business Plan on the web site in respect of the pavilion.  

 Consultations will be available to all residents on the web site www.tytherington-pc.gov.uk on the 
Parish Council face book page, Tytherington & Itchington Parish Council, in the Village Shop or 
by post apply to clerk@tytherington-pc.gov.uk. You can also access the Consultation on the 
newsletter by capturing the QR code. The newsletter will be available from the Village Shop from 
the beginning of February. There will also be an open morning in the pavilion on Hardwicke Field 
on Saturday 22nd February between 9 am and 12 noon where you can have a tour of the pavilion 
and have the opportunity to talk to the Trustees. 

 Two diseased ash trees will be taken down in the Jubilee Field before the end of February and if 
residents would like to email in with any preference in respect of replacement trees they will be 
considered by the Parish Council.  These trees are owned by Heildelberg Materials who are or-
ganising this work. 

There are still three vacancies on the Parish Council and if any resident would like to join the Par-
ish Council to lighten the load then please get in touch with the clerk@tytherington-pc.gov.uk 

 The architectural tree stumps will be installed and a time capsule buried in land on the Walnut 
Fields development as soon as the architect has a free date. The date will be available to resi-
dents as soon as the PC are advised.  Thank you to all those residents involved in gathering in-
formation for the time capsules. 

 Cllr Gordon is starting a Neighbourhood Plan, it is hoped this will help influence future develop-
ments in the village to ensure we really do get the best we can for our growing community.  This 
is a big task and will require many volunteers with different disciplines, if you are interested in 
getting involved, please let the clerk know on, clerk@tytherington-pc.gov.uk 

The PC are pleased to announce Grants from the Solar Farm Community Grant were made to 
the following:   
 

*Tytherington History Group £175 Mosaic Leaflets 

*Great Western Ambulance Service £2,000 

*Christ the King Primary School Wildflowers, Plants for Pond and Vegetable Troughs £1,300 

*Thornbury Radio £300 Licence 

*M&M Committee Chairs £3,521.00 

*Luncheon Club £800 towards a dishwasher to be installed in the Village Hall kitchen.  

*5th Thornbury Guides £1000 towards 2 sheds for use by the Brownies and Guides  

*£435 towards a children’s Xmas Party arranged by the Village Hall committee from the £755 giv-
en to them by the Baptist Church to spend on youngsters of the Parish. 
Totalling £9,531 
 
They have also made donations to the British Legion for a Remembrance Day wreath and £60 
towards the Village Xmas tree.   
 

http://www.tytherington-pc.gov.uk
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WITHYMORE WOOD 
SEASONED HARDWOOD 

LOGS 
 

From a sack to a trailer load 

 
Delivered direct to your door  
and we’ll stack them away! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sally: 07510516050 
 

Email:  
sallytheloglady@outlook.com 

The Pajama Game by The Parish 
Players 

Weds 19th - Sat 22nd February 
2025 

7.30pm Olveston and Tockington Parish 
Hall BS32 4LQ 

Box office 01454 202011 opens 11th Jan 

Tickets: £12 Adults £8 Children £14 Premium seats 

Thornbury & District u3a 
 

New Members’ Welcome Meeting  
 

Monday 17
th

 March from 3.30 - 4:30pm  
 

St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Rd, BS35 1DR 
 

This meeting is to welcome new and prospective 
members of Thornbury u3a. Following a short talk 
about Thornbury u3a, tea and coffee will be availa-
ble and some of the interest groups will illustrate 
their activities. 
 

If you have just joined do come along. Please 
also encourage anyone who is thinking of 
joining us to come along to find out more. 
 
For more information visit our website https://
thornbury.u3asite.uk/ or contact the membership 
secretary: membership@thornburyu3a.org.uk                   

https://thornbury.u3asite.uk/
https://thornbury.u3asite.uk/
mailto:membership@thornburyu3a.org.uk


12 

 

Have You Read…?”   

A book group for everyone at 
Thornbury Library  

Come and enjoy an open book 
group with a difference  No set novel to read. Just 
drop in for an hour for refreshments and a chat. 

Friday  7th February 2pm - 3pm 

LEGO CLUB  
at Thornbury Library 

 

Listen to a story or some poems, then 
create your own LEGO masterpieces  and display 

them in the library for your family and friends to 
see. 

 

FREE Every Saturday 9.30am  

Computer Support 1-1 at  
Thornbury Library 

 

Book a session with our computer 
volunteer for IT and digital support 

 

Every Thursday  10am, 11am, 12 noon 

NB Change of time 

OCTOPUS DRAMA GROUP SEEKS ACTORS 
FOR THEIR JUNE PRODUCTION 

Thornbury’s award-winning Octo-
pus Drama Group, currently in its 

54th year, will be holding read 
throughs early in March for their 
next play which is the comedy ‘The 
Village Hall’ by Ashley Burgoyne, 

to be directed by Sue Smith.   

This is a well observed and character driven play 
with good pace and full of humour, written for 4 
males and 5 females from late teens/twenties 
through to seventies. 

The play will be performed 11 - 14 June 2025 at 
the lovely 15

th
 century Christ the King Church Hall 

in Castle Street, Thornbury, and rehearsals will 
start mid-March. 

Octopus Drama Group is a fun-loving, hard-
working and sociable drama group which wel-
comes new members, either on or off stage.  We 
need actors, but just as importantly we need scen-
ery painters, costume makers, lighting and sound 
engineers, props people, back-stage crew and 
assistance with publicity.  If you are not one to 
tread the boards or help with stage craft, but 

would like to help in other ways, we also need 
front-of-house staff, or people to serve behind the 
bar. 

If anyone is considering joining Octopus Drama 
Group and would like to attend a read through for 
the play, please contact Karen for more details on 
01454 413783. 

St James’ 100+ Club  
Christmas draw 2024 

 

1st = No 142 J Aellen,  
2nd = No 63 D Nelmes 

Joint 3rd = No 191 R Keen,  

No 153 F Huxtable, No 107 F Christiansen. 

Falfield WI January Party 

This year we held a party in Janu-
ary which included a welcome 

drink before a delicious buffet supper. Mem-
bers with birthdays were celebrated and a few 
dates given out for this January’s events.  

We were also given advance warning to buy a 
pot noodle for the March meeting when The 
Blood Angels Street Team is coming to talk to 
us. Other items such as chocolate bars, 
crisps, socks for ladies and men, wet wipes 
and deodorants can be brought along.  

We were entertained with quizzes and games 
which made for some creative thinking. Our 
thanks to the committee members who 
worked so hard to organise the evening.  

Wishing a Happy New Year to you all.  



13 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  To advertise in this publication please contact  
Bridget Collett  Tel: 07773 397080   Email: bridgetcollett@live.co.uk 

 

Withymore Waste 
 

Fully licensed waste collection. 
 

Anything at all, large or small! 
 

Friendly, reliable service. 
                     

Call Sally 07510516050. 
     

 

 

Thornbury Foodbank 
Shopping list 

 

• We have a good stock of the following items 
thank you: Tins of hot and cold meat, 
crisps, deodorant 

• Stock is running low on the following 
items.  Items in bold are most needed: 

 
UHT milk 
Fruit Juice 
Tinned potatoes 
Pulses 
Instant Noodles 
Washing up liquid 
Rice pudding 
Dog food 
Cat food 
 

 

 

Donations can be placed in the basket at  

• Tesco 

• Coop at Thornbury Fields 

• Morrisons Oakleaze Road 

• Turnberrie’s every Wednesday between 
9.30 and 11.00am (Please do not leave 
donations at Turnberrie’s outside these 
times) 

 

Donations may also be left at Thornbury 
Baptist Church in the 4-drawer cabinet when 
the church is open 

 
 

 

Tinned tomatoes 
Tinned vegetables 
Baked beans/
spaghetti 
Cooking/pasta sauce 
Cereal 
Pasta 

 

Children’s Day Nurseries 
 

Full and part-time childcare 
Open 51 wks/yr 8:00am ‘til 6:00pm 

Large indoor and outdoor play space 
Home-cooked organic food . Qualified, caring staff. 
Fun themed room. Nursery Education Grant funded.  

All Childcare Vouchers accepted  
 
 
 

 Please contact us for further information: 
 Alveston  Charfield 
 Tel: 01454 419419        Tel: 01454 269500 
 

www.ncnltd.co.uk   info@ncnltd.co.uk 
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25% OFF during Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA) Month 
 

February 2025 is LPA month at local experts Simpson Solicitors. Call their friendly Thornbury team on 
01454 412 278  and quote LPA25 and our readers get a fantastic 25% off their full cost. 

A Will covers your wishes when you die. An LPA is how you make sure your wishes are followed 
when you are alive. It is how you appoint those you trust with your finances and decisions about 
your health and treatment. 
• Peace of mind: With Simpsons there are no long forms for you to complete. Their Com-

plete Service covers so much more than paperwork. It includes Certifying your mental ca-
pacity and registering them with the court (OPG) and providing solicitor-certified copies. 

•  Aftercare: No one want to be a burden, so their service also includes support to your 
Attorneys in activating and using them when the time comes. 

 

It is essential protection in case you need help paying bills, managing money or deciding on 
treatment options. It is not just about dementia but - perhaps due to severe stroke, illness, inju-
ry, an operation going wrong or  just old age.  
 

If getting in to their Thornbury office is difficult for you - they can see you at your home at no ex-
tra cost. So contact Simpsons today for 25% off the full cost! 

"Powers of Attorney are so important. Arguably even more important than Wills. 
  

Go quickly. I don't care how old you are. I got mine at 35. It's always best to go through solici-
tors"  
  
Money Expert MARTIN LEWIS on ITV’s THIS MORNING  
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CROMHALL CHAPEL     
 

Registered Charity No: 1179269 
 

Welcomes You! 
 

Tel: Simon Carey (Pastor – Elder) 07824 804305  Email: simoncromhallchapel@gmail.com  

 

All our sermons are available on the website: WWW.CROMHALLCHAPEL.ORG 
 

 
  
Join us as we worship the Lord each Sunday, followed by refreshments.   
 

2
nd

  (10.30am) John Bishop     (6.30pm) Simon Carey 
9

th   
 (10.30am) Simon Carey     (6.30pm) Alan Mann  

16
th
 (10.30am) Roger Chilvers    (6.30pm) Simon Carey 

23
rd

 (10.30am) Simon Carey
     

(6.30pm) David Frampton 
 

Tuesday half hour of prayer on zoom: 4
th
 and 18

th
 at 7.00pm, 11

th
 and 25

th
at 9.30am. 

 

Wednesdays at 7.30pm: 5
th
 and 19

th
 – we meet for Bible Study and Prayer in various homes in the area. 

12
th 

and 26
th
 we meet all together on zoom for Bible Study and Prayer. 

 

Thursday Coffee Mornings: Come and join us for a cup of tea or coffee with homemade cake each 
Thursday from 10.00am-12noon.   
 

Cromhall Crafters: Tuesday 11
th
 at 7.00pm.  Come along and join a friendly group of ladies as we work 

on our own crafts and chat over a cup of tea.  
 

Ladies Breakfast: Saturday 15
th
 February at 9.15am – Join us for a delicious breakfast followed by a talk 

on “Colour Coding” by Eddie Marsh. 

 
 Mini Digger Specialist 

All Ground Works Undertaken 
Driveways 
Drains 
Foundations etc 
Small loads of aggregates 
& top soil supplied 

Tortworth Bells - a date for your diary 

We no longer have a band of ringers in Tortworth. Would you like to learn? If you’re be-
tween 12 and 70 and can climb a spiral staircase, then maybe you could have a go. On 
Sunday 16th March from 2.30 until 4 p.m. come and see what it’s all about. You 
don’t have to be musical or religious. It’s more about exercise and wanting to learn a 
new skill. It’s a cheap way of getting a bit of activity, meeting a few local people, and 

making a lot of noise! Even if you don’t want to learn, but would like to find out more about this 
ancient art, you’d be very welcome. 

If you can’t manage that day, get in touch and I’ll meet you at some other time.  

Your tower needs you! 

Fen Marshall   (both.fenandi@gmail.com)  If you’re fairly agile, like ladders, and wear old clothes, there 
may even be a chance to go up among the bells and out onto the tower roof! 

http://WWW.CROMHALLCHAPEL.ORG
mailto:both.fenandi@gmail.com
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Jean Mary Brock (née Pitt)  

1933 - 2024 

With the death of Jean Brock, Tytherington has lost another of its stalwarts who 
contributed much to village life.  Born and raised at The Huts in Tytherington, she 
was one of six siblings.  After attending school in the village, she left at the age of 
fourteen to start her working life in the office at George Taylor (Radio & TV) in 
Stone.  This meant a journey of some five miles each way, which she made on her 
bicycle, whatever the weather.  Later, Jean went to work at Rolls Royce in the Pay-
roll Department and eventually put those skills to work in the family business – 
Brock’s Transport.  

Like many of those growing up in small villages at that time, Jean’s formative years were centred 
around the parish church where she was baptised, confirmed and later married.  She was also a 
member of the choir and became a Sunday School teacher.  During this time Jean was part of a 
group which, along with the vicar, Mr E Waddleton, presented a purse of money to the late 
Queen Elizabeth at the Royal Albert Hall.  Much later in life, Jean was herself chosen to be 
‘Queen of the Village’ for Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee – something she was very hon-
oured to do!  

As was the case for couples of that era, local dances provided the venue where 
many romances blossomed and it was at Rangeworthy Village Hall that Jean 
met Cyril, the love of her life. Their marriage, which began in 1955, lasted for 62 
years and produced three children.     

Alongside Cyril, Jean was noted for her loyal support of the Royal British Le-
gion, a commitment which was recognised when, after 45 years of annual pop-
py-selling, she was presented with a medal.   

Beyond the village activities, Jean took a keen interest in football was an avid Liverpool support-
er.  Other interests included the Tytherington Gymkhana and WI, of which she was president for 
3 years.  Alongside Cyril, The Friendship Club offered another opportunity for Jean’s organisa-
tional skills to be put into effect as she arranged transport to make sure that everyone was able 
to attend.  Hosting an afternoon tea for the club each summer was another activity which gave 
her pleasure.   

Jean was essentially a ‘people person’, never happier than when entertaining people at her 
home or joining others in some social activity. Her out-going and friendly demeanour made her 
much-loved by many and she will be sorely missed.  We offer our condolences to her family.         

TYTHERINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

pastor - brian allen   

for further details of any of our services/activities, please contact  
Brian on 0117 9 793104 or e-mail: allenbroncksea@blueyonder.co.uk 

   

   
   2

nd
 Annual Covenant Service At St James’ [John 17: 20 – 26]   Val & Brian 

  9
th

 Importance of Prayer [Col. 1:1 – 14]*          Brian   

   16
th

  Praying in Faith [Mark 11:22 - 25]           Brian 

   23
rd 

    Praying in Obedience [Psalm 66:16 - 20]         Brian 

   
 *Service will include Holy Communion 

 

All services commence at 10:30am unless otherwise stated.    

 

Everyone welcome 

mailto:allenbroncksea@blueyonder.co.uk
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Although Christmas might seem to  
have been so long ago , and we 
are now well into  2025,  the folk at 
St George’s Church were delighted 
that the donations at the ‘Carols 
around the Tree’ on December 7

th
, 

2024, were added to the donations at the 
Christingle Service on 24

th
 December 2024 

(Christmas Eve).  

These really lovely community events,  ‘The Carols 
around the Tree’ and the 
‘Christingle Service ‘  happen an-
nually in the lead up to Christmas 
Day. These events are enjoyed by 
so many, and it was good to know 
that the combined  donations of £185.30 from these 
events have been sent to ‘The Children’s Society’. 

In case you do not know, The Children’s Society is a  

national charity working to transform the hopes and 
happiness of young people facing abuse, exploitation 
and neglect. They support them through their most 
serious life challenges, and they campaign tirelessly 
for the big social changes that will improve the lives 
of those who need hope most. The Children’s Society 
have  been doing this for 140 years and they have 
vowed that they won't stop until they have  built a 
society where hope is alive in every child. 

So once again, we say, ‘Thank you’  from 
Falfield Village Hall Management Commit-
tee, organisers of the  ’ Carols around the 
Tree ’ and the Parochial Church Council of 
St George, Church,  Falfield, organisers of 

the Christingle Service. 

Tytherington Post 
Office 

The Future 

In view of the impending closure of 
Cromhall shop and Post Office, Philip has 
been in discussions with the management 
of Post Office Ltd about the future of Ty-
therington. This is because Tytherington is 
an Outreach branch of Cromhall PO.  

The initial discussions with the regional 
management were encouraging and it 
looked as if Philip’s proposal that Tyther-
ington should be made the Core Branch in 
place of Cromhall would be acceptable.  

Since then however, this suggestion has 
been turned down flat by the top manage-
ment. Their statement was simply if the 
Core Branch closes the Outreach does 
too. 

If you want to keep a Post Office in Tyther-
ington, we need your help to: 

• Contact Claire Young MP (she is 
aware of the situation) to emphasise the 
importance of the PO to you 

• Sign a petition that Philip will put into 
the shop 

• More importantly write an individual 
letter to Post Office ‘On Board’ team 
– these have greater weight than 
signing a petition and copy it to 
Claire Young 

In the meantime, those most closely in-
volved will be trying to find another Core 
Post Office to ‘take us on’ as an Outreach. 
Apparently we can continue as an Out-
reach if we can reach an arrangement 
with another Core branch – not our pre-
ferred option but better than losing the PO 
altogether, but not an easy task. 

Daphne – on behalf of Tytherington Shop 

Philip – on behalf of Tytherington Post Of-
fice   

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, CROMHALL 

100 CLUB CHRISTMAS DRAW 
 

£50 won by Vera White ( NO 12) 
 

Congratulations to Vera and many thanks to every-
one who has supported  St Andrew’s Church this 

year by having a number in the draw.  In these diffi-
cult financial circumstances, it is an increasing chal-
lenge to maintain listed and historic buildings such 
as our church and churchyard. 

The 100 club is now the main fundraiser and there-
fore even more important that we fill all available 
numbers. It is only £10 for 14 chances to win a 
cash prize and would be a significant help in main-
taining our beautiful church. 

Joining forms, which have been available in previ-
ous editions of 5 Alive since November, can be left 
in Cromhall Community Shop until 28th February, 
when the shop will sadly close. If you would like to 
set up a Standing Order for 100 Club and support 
the church in future, I will leave forms in the Village 
Shop. 

Mandy Bird 
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Your magazine: How to send copy or adverts for inclusion in ‘5 Alive’: 
 
 

NEWS COPY: 
 

Where?   

• News items should be sent to Kay Rea, The Bungalow, Moorslade, Falfield, GL12 8DJ  Tel. 01454 260364 Email: 
kay.rea@btinternet.com   

 

When?   

• Copy date is strictly before midnight on the 19th of each month (but the earlier we receive material the better). 
   

In what form?   

• Please submit all copy by e-mail (attachments should be in Word or Publisher format, not PDF).  (We  reserve the right of 
the editor to edit, and you may find that small changes are made for the sake of space etc)    

• If you want to submit an advertising poster or similar, black and white is preferable as it reproduces more clearly.   

• Charities wishing to publicise events should quote their charity number. 
 
 

ADVERTISING:  

• The deadline for inclusion of advertising in 5 Alive is the 12th of the month preceding publica-
tion.  Enquiries about advertising should be directed to Bridget Collett Tel: 07773 397080  Email: 
bridgetcollett@live.co.uk 

 
Charges per issue are as follows: 
 

     Business Rates        Rates for businesses within the 5 parishes 
 

Full page:     £60          £42 
  

Half page:    £30          £21 
 

Quarter page:   £19           £16 
 

Eighth of page:  £12          £10 
 

There is a 10% discount for advertisers paying for a year’s advertising in advance and 5% for those paying for 
6 months’ advertising in advance. 
 
Payment may be made by BACS. 


