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Christmas is coming .........
“Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat,
Please to put a penny in the old man’s hat.
If you haven’t got a penny, and ha’penny will do,
And if you haven’t got a ha’penny, then God bless you!”
This is an old rhyme from Victorian times, when there was a good deal
of poverty and neglect of the Little People. It still seems quite relevant
in our world today, when many people in this country are living rough in
the streets or relying on food banks, while refugees in many parts of the
world are living in appalling conditions with little shelter or food, and no
access to medical care.
Christmas seems to start earlier and earlier each year, as retailers try to persuade us to
buy things we don’t need and presents which are not welcome. There is a mad rush
which becomes ever more frantic the closer we come to Christmas in our anxiety to buy,
buy, buy increasingly extravagant items – Black Friday, anyone?
It doesn’t have to be like that, and I’m sure many of you don’t join in the frenzy. Some
families agree to limit their spending on presents. Others
may buy theirs from charities, contributing to the work supporting poor people in remote parts of the world or even
closer to home. Still others, especially children, make their
Christmas presents, and who doesn’t enjoy opening a parcel and finding something made with love and effort especially for you.
As we settle down to enjoy our Christmas turkey with all the trimmings, perhaps we will
remember to “put a penny in the old man’s hat” next time we see him, or think of the
people suffering from famine and disease in faraway places.

May our Christmas be full of love and joy as we gather to celebrate the birth of the
Prince of Peace, the Lord of Love. I wish you all a happy Christmas and a peaceful New
Year.
Jennifer Oldershaw
For details of support being offered to youngsters in Zambia by a charity based in our
own benefice, please go to page 12
There’s always
a reason to
smile ….. find it!
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You are invited to join us at any of the services taking place
in the benefice.

Midweek Eucharists in the Benefice

SUNDAY 24TH
10.00am Cromhall

CHRISTMAS EVE
United Benefice
Crib Service
4.00pm Falfield
Christingle Service
4.00pm Tytherington
Christingle Service
11.30pm Rockhampton United Benefice
Midnight Service

There will normally be a said Eucharist at Tytherington
on the first Thursday at 9.30am and on the fourth
Tuesday at 10.30am, alternating between Falfield and
Tortworth, followed by coffee either at The Huntsman
or The Farmers’ Table. Please double check in the
weekly pewsheet.

SUNDAY 3RD
9.30am Cromhall
11.15am Falfield
11.15am Tortworth
11.00am Tytherington

ADVENT SUNDAY
Holy Communion
Advent Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Joint Service with
Baptists at Baptist Church

MONDAY 25TH

Thursday 7th
9.30am
Holy Communion at Tytherington
SUNDAY 10TH
3.00pm Cromhall
11.15am Falfield
4.00pm Tortworth
6.00pm Tytherington

CHRISTMAS DAY

10.00AM
ST GEORGE’S, FALFIELD
UNITED BENEFICE
FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

ADVENT 2
Carol Concert with
Dodington Band
Holy Communion
Service of Light
Advent Evensong

SUNDAY 31ST

CHRISTMAS 1
10.00AM
ST LEONARD’S, TORTWORTH

Tuesday 12th
7.00pm Scouts’ Carol Service at Cromhall

UNITED BENEFICE
HOLY COMMUNION
WITH CAROLS

Wednesday 13th
7.00pm ‘Embrace’ at Falfield
Thursday 14th
Learn & Explore 10.30am at Falfield Village Hall
followed by soup & roll lunch. Everyone welcome.

SUNDAY 7TH JAN

EPIPHANY 1

10.00AM
TORTWORTH
UNITED BENEFICE
HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

Friday 15th
6.30pm Scouts’ Carol Service at Falfield
Saturday 16th 3.00pm Nativity in the Barn Meet
at The Huntsman car park

11.00am

SUNDAY 17TH
9.30am Cromhall
11.15am Falfield
11.15am Tortworth
6.00pm Tytherington

BENEFICE PHONE: 01454 260096

ADVENT 3
Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer
Christingle Service
Carol Service

Tytherington Joint Service with
Baptists at St James’ Church

E-MAIL ADDRESS: office@croftt.org.uk
or email Jan Leach on jan@leach13.plus.com

th

Monday 18
7.00pm Carol Service at Rockhampton

Churchwardens:
Cromhall:
Ann Greenhalgh 01454 294200
Rockhampton: Liz Cullimore 01454 412208
Falfield:
Headley Pain 01454 269017
Tortworth:
Hilary Legg 01454 413234
Tytherington:
John Williams 01454 412515 or
Phil Coward 01454 281444

Weds 20th
7.00pm Carol Service at Falfield
Friday 22nd
7.00pm Carols by Candlelight Cromhall
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Visiting

Please contact the Churchwardens (details on
page 2) for matters concerning funerals and
email the Benefice Office for enquiries about
weddings and baptisms.

Visiting is part of the Church’s Ministry. If you
would like a visit from the church,
please call the Benefice Office and we
will do our best to arrange it.

For all Benefice Business
Please ring 01454 260096
and leave a message
or email office@croftt.org.uk

If you are going into or in hospital…
You can help to make sure that the church team
can respond as you would like us to when you
are ill.
It’s important that if you are admitted to hospital,
you do three things:-

The office will usually be open from 10.00am until
1:00pm on Fridays when messages and emails
will be dealt with.

1.

If you would like someone to bring
Holy Communion to your home
please ring 01454 260096 and
leave a message. We are more
than happy to do this.

•
•

.

2.

On the first Thursday of the month Tytherington are holding a Eucharist at 9.30am but
please check by ringing 01454 417445
On the fourth Tuesday at 10.30am there will
be a Eucharist alternating between Falfield
and Tortworth, followed by coffee either at
The Huntsman or The Farmers’ Table.

3.

Visit the benefice website at www.croftt.org.uk
to see the pewsheet or make a prayer request.
Please let the Churchwardens know if you
wish us to keep someone in our prayers or
use the prayer tree at St Leonard’s.

Make sure someone tells one of the ministry team that you are going into hospital –
ask them to pass on the message as appropriate.
Make it plain to the hospital staff whether
(or not!) you would like a visit. This means
that when someone rings up, they won’t
have to spend time saying ‘hang on, ‘I’ll
just ask him/her…’
Make it plain what sort of visit you would
like: would you prefer a friend from the
church or one of the visiting team or would
you particularly like a clergy visit? If you
want to be certain of a private, one to one
chat, don’t be afraid to ask the hospital
staff if they will allow your minister to come
outside normal visiting hours, so that they
don’t take up precious time and space from
your family.

Thank you to Cromhall Poor Allotment Charity, Anony Mouse and Tytherington Parish Council for their kind donations to our running costs. Each 20-page edition costs
£334 to print, so we are always grateful for donations as our funding depends on
advertising and the generosity of our readers.
One of the ways of making regular donations is by standing order. If you would like to make a
payment using this method please contact our Treasurer, Mr Geoff Crosthwaite
•
by telephone on 01454 294140
•
by email at: geoffrey.crosthwaite@tesco.net
•
or write to him at The Barn, Townwell, Cromhall, Wotton-Under-Edge, GL12 8AQ.
Cheques, payable to Benefice Newsletter, may also be sent to our treasurer, Geoff Crosthwaite, The Barn, Townwell, Cromhall, W-U-E, GL12 8AQ or the editor.

RINGERS AT ST JAMES’,
TYTHERINGTON

If you wish to use the
parish church for an
event, you should always check with the
Churchwarden before
making any arrangements, as services may be taking place of which
you are unaware.

A group of ringers will
be ringing at
St James’ on Friday
1st December from
7.30 - 9.00pm.
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LEARN & EXPLORE
THURSDAY
14TH DECEMBER

FALFIELD WEATHER RECORDS
FOR OCTOBER 2017

Meet in the small hall
at Falfield Village Hall, starting at 10.30am with
coffee beforehand to look at Mary Magagdalene
as portrayed in the Bible.

High

At around 12 noon there will be home-made soup
and a roll (with a £5 donation to charity).
Everyone is very welcome to join us for either or
both of these; it would make it easier for catering if
you would let us know if you would like to join us
for lunch. Please ring 01454 260364.
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Octopus Drama presents its
Pantomime for 2018: Peter Pan
Christ the King Church Hall,
Thornbury

Average

Temp

Wettest Day

Our session on Thursday 11th January will be
looking at Blue: A Memoir - Keeping the Peace
while Falling to Pieces by John Sutherland. Published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson. A senior Metropolitan police officer for more than 20 years, Sutherland suffered a breakdown which led him to
‘lose his religion but find his faith’.
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Go to www.wunderground.com/personal-weather-station/
dashboard?ID=IENGLAND1163 for live weather information
from the Falfield weather station. For the highs and lows during 2016 go to:
www.falfield.org.uk/weather.html

Thornbury Jazz Festival on 10th March 2018

10th - 12th January at 7.30pm

Thornbury Swing Band will open the inaugural
Thornbury Jazz Festival with an early evening
concert playing instrumental and vocal numbers
from the 1930s right up to modern times with a
line up of saxophones, trombones, trumpets, and
male and female vocalists, all supported by a
rhythm section of bass, guitar, keyboard and
drums. Classic great swing music to entertain
and delight.

with additional performances on Saturday
13th at 11.00am and 2.30pm
Come and join Wendy, Michael and John as they
are whisked away by Peter Pan to Neverland,
where they meet pixies, Tigerlilly and even some
lost visitors from Wonderland,
all the while being pursued by
the dreaded Captain Hook and
his band of pirates. Hook will
stop at nothing until he gets his
revenge on Peter Pan and has
uncovered the secret treasure
of Neverland. Who will win in
the final confrontation between
Peter Pan and Hook and what
of the Crocodile and its relentless tick-tock ticktock?

Later in the evening, acts booked to appear are
The Mark Randall Six, a welcome return for the
much admired singer Jessica Radcliffe with the
Park Row Five and The Class Act Trio, all in a
relaxed jazz café setting in the Armstrong Hall.
Ticket prices will range from £6 for the Swing
Band Concert to £18 for the whole event. Look
out for full information in the 2018 Magazines or
phone 01454 412272 for details.

Tickets available from Monday 11th December
from Chappell & Matthews in Thornbury High
Street, Karen on 01454 413783 or you can order
them from the web site www.octopusthornbury.co.uk.

Children’s Holiday Activity
at Thornbury Library
WEDS 20th DECEMBER 11am - midday
Drop-in for free family fun, making
Christmas crafts - most suitable
for primary-aged children.

Rogue Traders and Licensing
Contact Details
If you think you have been the victim of a scam or
rogue trader, please contact Trading Standards
Citizens Advice Consumer Service: Mon to Fri
9.00 – 17.00 Ring 03454 04 05 06

Adult supervision required, no
child under 8 years to be left unattended.
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FALFIELD VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
To book the village hall,
please email
falfieldvh@gmail.com or visit
the Falfield village website
www.falfield.org.uk to complete a booking form online.
Thornbury Citizens Advice Bureau
Contact Details: The Old Police Station,
35 High Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AR
Telephone Advice Service:
03444 111 444
Mon to Fri 10.00 - 14.00
Drop In and Appointments:
Tue & Thurs 10.00 – 13.00

Need a break?
Why not join us at Cromhall
Chapel Hall – a free ‘stay
and play’ where parents/
carers can relax and chat
whilst the children play.
Toys and refreshments available.
Short singing time and bible story to
conclude.

Wriggle Jigglers
Young Folk Concert
Sun 7th January
Rockhampton Village
Hall 2.30pm

10.15am to 12 noon

Dec 14th – PARTY!
www.cromhallchapel.org

This exciting young group from Thornbury and
Rockhampton have been making a name for
themselves at Sidmouth and South Downs Folk
Festivals and as finalists in the National Festival
of Music for Youth. They have also raised £2,017
this year for Warchild charity by performing and
busking.

NB Parent/carer responsible for their
children at all times.
THORNBURY LIBRARY

They will be playing a mixture of Traditional Irish
folk and some of their own compositions on fiddles, whistles, guitar, double bass, cajon and vocals and the hour-long performance will be followed by cream tea.

OPENING TIMES

LOOKING FOR OPENING TIMES,
SERVICE INFORMATION OR CONTACT DETAILS? SEE OUR WEBSITE
www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries

Tickets £6 on the door, including tea and cake.
Proceeds to Warchild charity. Hope to see you
there! Please call/text for 07973 796508 more
information.

We will be closed to customers (including Open
Access users) on December 25th, 26th 27th and
January 1st. Our digital services are available
24/7/365 at www.librarieswest.org.uk
5 Alive online

Please remember that items
for inclusion in 5 Alive should
be submitted via email, preferably as Word or Publisher
attachments.

For those wishing to access 5 Alive
online from a smart phone or tablet
the QR code is now available and
will give access to the Falfield website.
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TYTHERINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH
for further details of any of our services/activities, please contact
Mr Brian Allen (Pastor)
Contact Number: - 01179 793104

Email:- allenbroncksea@blueyonder.co.uk

see also the church website: www.tytheringtonbaptistchurch.org
3rd

Joint Service at Chapel {Advent Sunday} [‘waiting’ – Isaiah 52:7 – 10] Brian

10th

2nd Sunday in Advent [‘accepting’ – Luke 1:26 – 38]¶ *
rd

Brian

17th

3 Sunday in Advent* [‘journeying’- Isaiah 55:6 – 13]*

Brian

24th

Christmas Eve Carols

Brian

25th

Christmas Day Praise {N.B. Service commences at 10:30}

Brian

31st

2017 Thanksgiving service (“Songs of Praise”)

Brian

* service will include sunday school for our younger people
¶ SERVICE WILL INCLUDE HOLY COMMUNION
n.b. all services commence at 11:00 a.m. unless otherwise stated

Everyone is welcome to join us.
THORNBURY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

CROMHALL SHOP NEWS
After seven years as Chairman
of Cromhall Village Shop Association, Patrick Martin stood
down at the recent AGM. He
will be replaced by the shop’s
merchandising expert, Linda
Richards.
Mr Martin, who will continue to volunteer in
the shop, saw best-ever results in his final
year, with sales of £6,000 and a 17% rise in
profit margin. He said, “The shop and Post
Office are a great asset as a source of information about village life and I hope that the
new houses built nearby will boost customers
and volunteers.”
The shop committee agreed that a net profit
of just under £1,000 should be available for
good causes in the village; £500 has so far
gone to St Andrew’s School and applications
are invited from other organisations.
Enid Cole will continue to serve as Vicechairman, Chris Cloke as Treasurer and Sue
Wray as Secretary.
Neal Willshaw (Committee member)

December 2nd – Small Business
Saturday. This is a national event, Thornbury will
be taking part in the event.
December 9th – Thornbury Christmas Food & Gift
Fair between 10.00am – 2.00pm. There will be
approx. 50 stalls in Castle Street and the Plain,
this is returning by popular demand.

StoryTime and RhymeTime for babies and
pre-schoolers at Thornbury Library
Storytime: Mondays 2.15pm – 2.45pm.
Rhymetime: Fridays 10.30am-11.00am (term
-time only).
Most suitable for ages 0-4 years, all activities
free of charge, no booking required.
From September 2014 until March
2019 each month with the exception
of January, February, April and August Falfield will remember those
individuals from the 1st World War
who are recorded on the Village
War Memorial by flying the Union flag on the anniversary of their death.
During December we will remember

Mustard Seed Appeal at St Andrew’s
A total of £357 from combined Harvest Festival plate
collection and the Harvest
Supper was sent to the
Mustard Seed Appeal from St Andrew’s,
Cromhall. Thank you to all who contributed.

William Ewart David Alfred Organ
Died on 2nd December 1917
For information on all those remembered on the
War Memorial go to: http://
www.falfield.org.uk/1914_18_centenary.html
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CROMHALL VILLAGE SHOP & POST OFFICE
01454 299262
CHRISTMAS IS COMING TO YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE SHOP
THE SMALL STORE THAT IS BIG ON GIVING
Celebrate with:

• Specially selected red, white and rose wines all priced at
£6.99 plus a small range of spirits and beers.

• Christmas meat hampers to order.
• Fruit and vegetable boxes, milk, bread and locally made
•

Tortworth VC Primary School takes reception to
Year 6 children from Tortworth, Falfield and the
surrounding area and is very fortunate to have
extensive grounds which now include a fantastic
‘Wild Wood’ area as an outside classroom. We
also provide breakfast and after-school club, available from 7.30am until 6pm.

cakes available to order. The shop aims to source all fresh
goods from independent or local suppliers.
A range of Christmas cards and chocolates including
Cromhall cards and calendars produced by a local photographer.
Plus all the normal groceries

•
The local Post Office:
• Sell Christmas gift vouchers which are welcomed at 500
•
•

Ofsted rated us ‘Good’ in April 2015 and we are
continuing to improve both levels of teaching and
learning throughout the school to give the best
possible start in life to our children with exceptionally experienced teachers and support staff.

outlets in-store and online.
Euros always available, other foreign currencies available
the next working day.
Draw out cash on most high street debit cards and pay in
cheques into your account.

Come and see for yourself and let us show you
around!

Christmas opening hours:
SHOP:
18th - 22nd Dec 8.30am – 1.00pm; 2.00 – 5.00pm
23rd Dec 8.30am – 12.30pm with mince pies & drinks from 11.30am
Sun 24th – Weds 27th Dec CLOSED
Thurs 28th – Sat 30th Dec Normal opening hours;
Sun 31st Dec & New Year’s Day CLOSED
POST OFFICE:
18th – 22nd Dec
23rd – 27th Dec
28th – 29th Dec
New Year’s Day

We also have a school hall available for lettings,
please contact the school for more details.
Contact the school on 01454 260510 or
office@tortworthprimaryschool.org.uk

Normal Post Office hours
CLOSED;
8.30am – 1.00pm
CLOSED

CRAFT & CHAT DROP-IN FOR ADULTS AT
THORNBURY LIBRARY ON THE
FIRST THURSDAY EVERY MONTH 2pm - 4pm

TYTHERINGTON VILLAGE CALENDAR
The 2018 Tytherington Village Calendar is on
sale at the Village shop or
from Val Johnson Tel.
01454 417445 - price
£2.50.

Calling all knitters, crocheters, and all people who
love to make things…
A chance for people who love crafting to get together and share inspiration. No charge and no
booking required. Just turn up and bring your craft
project with you. New faces welcome!

ASHWORTHY CATTERY
ASHWORTHY FARM, TYTHERINGTON,
NR WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE, GLOS GL12 8QD
We are a family run business dedicated to providing the perfect environment for your cats
to stay.
Set in a quiet, secluded countryside residence, this newly-built cattery has been constructed to the highest standards and is fully licensed by South Gloucestershire Council.
For all enquires please contact Nicola on 07799805996
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St George’s, Falfield
Saturday 16th December

CHRISTMAS IN THE BARN
Meet at the Huntsman Inn at 3:00 pm for transport to the farm
on a tractor and trailer
Come dressed the part for the nativity tableau!

Light refreshments served
Everyone welcome

Computer Support Volunteers

THORNBURY AND DISTRICT CANCER RESEARCH UK

SIP'n'SING is back!

Drop-in without an appointment on Monday mornings 10am - 12noon to see
Mike, our computer volunteer who can
help with quick enquiries.

Come and join in the fun of Christmas singing
accompanied by the young group Betar
Brass. Enjoy handbell ringing and lots more.
Thursday, December 7th
7.30pm at St. Helen's Church, Alveston

If you need more intensive
support, book in to see our
computer volunteer Chris
on Thursday mornings at
9.30am, 10.30am or 11.30am. Sessions
with Chris must be booked in advance –
enquire in person at Thornbury Library or
email thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk

Everyone is welcome to join us as we hope to set
the festive mood!
Teas/coffees/mince pies are included in the cost
of the £7.50 ticket, but you are invited to BYO
drinks and glasses. We'd love to see you there.
Tickets available from Mary. Ring 01454 414466
or email maryjhurford@gmail.com
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Falfield Parish Council

St Andrew’s Church,
Cromhall

As the November meeting took place after
the deadline for this issue of 5 Alive, a full
report will follow in the January 2018 issue.
However, residents may be interest to know
that the final consultation for the Joint Spatial
Plan in which the proposal for the Buckover
Garden Village is included is out for public
consultation from 22nd November 2017 until
10th January 2018. Anyone requiring more
information on this plan or how they can comment will find more information at https://
www.jointplanningwofe.org.uk/
Many residents will already be aware that a
further planning application has been submitted on land at Heneage Farm for 85 dwellings, a Park & Share and a Community Hub.
Anyone wishing to view this planning application and/or to make a comment can find all
the information required at http://
developments.southglos.gov.uk/. Indications
are that this application will come before the
Development Control (West) Committee for
determination on Thursday 14th December. If
this application is approved the Parish Council understand that the current Planning Appeal for refusal for 115 dwellings on this site
which is due to take place in February 2018
by the Planning Inspectorate will be cancelled.
The next Parish Council meeting will take
place on Tuesday 16th January 2018 in Falfield Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm

Carol Concert
with

Dodington Parish
Band
Conductor: Peter Cornford

Sunday 10th December
at 3pm
Mulled wine and mince pies during the
interval

Saturday Dec
16th

10.30am - 12.00noon
Tytherington Village Shop and
Post Office

J Carpenter, Clerk & RFO, www.falfield.org.uk/
council

Invites all volunteers, helpers
and customers
for Christmas drinks and nibbles

Alveston Gardens Association
7.30pm in Alveston Jubilee Hall

PLEASE COME
AND JOIN US

Monday 4th December 2017
“The Bishop’s Palace – Wells
It’s Past, Present and Future”
A presentation by James Cross
Visitors welcome £3
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Hills n Vale Chimney Sweep Service

Mulberry Steiner Kindergarten at
Cromhall Village Hall

Power Sweep/Brush & Vacuum

Early years education and care in a
small mixed age group from rising 26years.

Fully Insured NACS Member
Certificate Issued

We are open 40 weeks Mon to Fri 9am-3pm
Plus two weeks in August
We prepare home cooked organic vegetarian food and
accommodate special dietary needs.
There is a secure outside play area. Whatever the weather wind, rain or sunshine we go out every session & provide wet weather gear.
Our practitioners are Graduates, fully qualified with over
19 years experience.
Mulberry Tree is Ofsted registered and a Charity (Number
1099561). It is member of the Steiner Waldorf Schools
Fellowship. Characteristics of Steiner care provision for
children under seven years are:
•
A regular, predictable, unhurried rhythm that
helps children feel secure
•
A calm, home-like atmosphere where natural
materials predominate, including simple openended materials and toys for play
•
Carers providing high-quality conscious care

Tel 07885 837660
kevin@hillsnvalechimney.co.uk
Falfield, Glos

•

•
•
•

Plenty of meaningful “home from home” domestic and artistic activities undertaken by the adult
carers which the children will freely imitate and
take into their play
Time and space for child-initiated play indoors
and outdoors
Plenty of singing, movement, puppetry, storytelling, creativity and imagination
Seasonal and other special festivals

For further information, availability of spaces or to request
a visit please ring 01454 299167 during working hours or
01285831555 after hours.

FUNdraising CHRISTMAS

in aid of

Alzheimer’s Society and Alzheimer’s
Research UK
The Village Players
present

Friday 1st December at 7.30pm
Falfield Village Hall
£5 per person

Ali Baba & the 40 Thieves
at Pilning Village Hall

(including festive nibbles but bring your own
drink)

Wednesday 6th - Friday 8th December
7.30pm
Saturday 9th December at 1.30 & 6.00pm

Tables of 4

Tel. 01454 260371 or 07800 776998
to book a table

Adults £6 - Concessions £4

(David & Louise – Sundays Hill Farm)

Booking Office: 01454 633786 or 01454
632813
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HENEAGE FARM
PLANNING APPLICATION UPDATE
South Gloucestershire Council’s (SGC) Planning Department are keeping the public consultation for Cotswold Homes’ controversial new planning application OPEN until it goes before the
Development Control (West) Committee for a decision. The earliest this will be is Thursday December 14th. We will update our website and email everyone on our mailing list when the date is
published.
This decision by the Planning Department extends the opportunity for us all to disprove Cotswold Homes’ claim that that ‘the level of interest from residents and stakeholders in the development proposals has waned in the last year…’ A statement we strongly disagree with!
If you haven’t commented yet, please do. You can also add further comments during this period.
We’ve added a lot of information to our website www.falfieldactiongroup.org.uk, including the
results of the Falfield Village Survey and key issues with the new application. Take a Look! It’s
well worth a visit!

*Size & Impact of the Development on the Village *Public Safety *Impact on Highways
*Unsustainability *Foul Waste Drainage *Flood Risks *Impact on a Listed Building
*Park & Share *The Impact on Moorslade Lane *Affordable Homes *Plans & Policies
HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS:
Online:
Visit the SGC Planning Portal at http://www.southglos.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/
Search for Planning Reference PT17/4800/O
Click ‘Make a Comment’ to enter and submit your comments
By email:
Email your comments to: planningapps@southglos.gov.uk
Remember to include the planning reference – PT17/4800/O
By post:
Write to: South Gloucestershire Council, Department for Environmental and Community Services, PO Box 1954. Bristol. BS37 0DD
Remember to include the planning reference – PT17/4800/O
We would like to say a HUGE Thank You to everyone who has commented so far. Every comment counts and we are on track to exceed the number of objections that were submitted
against last year’s planning application.
If you have any queries, would like to join our email distribution list or get involved, please email
falfieldactiongroup@gmail.com
Thank you as always for your support.
Falfield Action Group
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Pantomime Directed by
Dorothy Wrench

CLinC (Changing Lives in Chongwe) is a small charity based in Cromhall,
which was set up in 2004 to try to improve the educational, physical, health
and spiritual well-being of the people of Zambia through selected projects.
Much has been achieved over the past 13 years, especially at St Anne’s and St Mark’s Community Schools where there are now 400 pupils and 10 teachers. There are no compulsory school
fees so even the poorest children can receive an education, although parents are asked to contribute what they can to school funds from which
teachers are paid and equipment bought.
ClinC sends regular funds to ensure that every child receives a hot, nutritious meal each week but at this time of year, when conditions are at their
hottest and driest, food is scarce and expensive, so funds have been sent
to provide two meals per child each week.
In April, £300 was sent to buy additional textbooks; teachers are also supported with a termly bonus of about £16 each. Two of the teachers are also undergoing further training with their fees
being paid by ClinC.
Whilst primary education at St Anne’s and St Mark’s is free for
children in the poor townships around Lusaka, Government secondary schools require fees and the purchase of uniforms for education in grades 8 - 12. In grade 9 pupils can sit exams which enables them to apply for a job.
35 students who have completed their grade
7 exams and hope to go on to secondary
In 2011, ClinC started sponsoring pupils through their secondary
education next year.
education but that number has now risen from 2 to 67 and the cost
of sponsoring every pupil for 5 years (it costs approximately £100 per year to sponsor a pupil) has
proved too great, consequently the trustees have now decided that they can only afford to sponsor pupils for grades 8 and 9, which still involves a cost of some £6,000.
If anyone would like to find out more about what ClinC does, or offer any kind of financial support
for the work, please contact Ann Greenhalgh on 01454 294200 or email: anngreenh@gmail.com
More information is available on cromhall.com/cromhall/clinc
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St Peter’s Hospice
Annual Bazaar
Thornbury Methodist Church Hall
Saturday December 9th
10.00am - 12noon

Alveston Singers

Christmas concerts 2017
Sat December 9th at the United Reformed
Church, Thornbury 7.30pm
Tues December 12th at St. Helen’s Church,
Alveston 7.30pm

Variety of Stalls including: Cards, Gifts, Crafts,
Home-made preserves,
Cakes, Books, and many more
Raffle and Teas

Magnificat by John Rutter with soloist Lowri
Bufton

Entry by Donation

followed by carols for the choir and
audience including the first performance of a new carol specially written for the choir.

Thank you for supporting St Peter’s – your local
Hospice.

To Cromhall Residents.....
St. Andrew's Church has a visiting band of
excellent bell ringers on Saturday 20th January 2018. They
plan to attempt a peal of ringing
starting at 10 a.m. which will
take about three and a half
hours in total to complete.
We hope you are able to enjoy
hearing the bells - the full peal is rarely performed in Cromhall.
Regular Cromhall ringers practice on a Monday evening and would always welcome anyone interested in learning - any Monday from
7.30 p.m. - we'd be pleased to see you.

Conductor: James Davies
Accompanist: Sue Phillipson-Masters
Admission free with retiring collections for
The Julian Trust, a charity for the homeless and Off
the Record, a mental health charity for young people.

Cromhall Crafters
A group of people interested in doing
everything crafty or homemade.

Come join us for a chat, cuppa and bring your own
crafting to do.
2nd TUESDAY of the month 7 - 9pm
at Cromhall Chapel
Contact: Rebekah 07715473384 or Charlie
Bull 07733004585

From Canon Pat:
Thank you to so many of you who have been in touch since hearing of
the death of my mother, Mary, at the end of October - and a very special
thank you to the whole benefice for the beautiful tub of plants now
brightening my doorstep.
It was good to be able to be with Mum to share her last days and hours
of this life. Any bereavement brings with it sadness for all that might
have been, as well as for all that was, and this has been no exception.
But as people of faith in a new creation and a fellowship of saints, we
cling to God’s promise that in his presence all will be understood, forgiven and made new in and through his love.
‘I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things to
come, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ (Romans 5)
Blessings to you all - Pat
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ADVERTISEMENTS: To advertise in this publication please contact Kay Rea,
The Bungalow, Moorslade, Falfield. Tel:01454 260364 Email kay.rea@btinternet.com

STREET

Painting & Decorating
Residential
Commercial
Free Quotes
Painting & Wallpapering
Competitive Rates

07795 663991

www.ianstreet.webstarts.com
Children’s Day Nurseries
Full and part-time childcare
Open 51 wks/yr 8:00am ‘til 6:00pm
Large indoor and outdoor play space
Home-cooked organic food
Qualified, caring staff
Fun themed room
Nursery Education Grant funded
All Childcare Vouchers accepted

Please contact us for further information
Alveston
Charfield
Tel: 01454 419419
Tel: 01454 269500
www.ncnltd.co.uk
info@ncnltd.co.uk

W N NEWMAN
TRADITIONAL
BUILDERS
RENOVATIONS AND IMPROVEMENT
Thornbury Orchestra Concert

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY SERVICE

Supporting Multiple Sclerosis People’s Help
http://www.mspeopleshelp.co.uk/

STONEWORK AND
GENERAL REPAIRS

Marlwood School, Alveston
Music from the Shows
Saturday December 2nd 7.30pm

TEL: 01454 416109

Conductor Chris Hill Leader Janet Lewis
Tickets are available at two MSPH charity shops
in Thornbury.

MOBILE: 07771702201

Adults £8 School age children £5 Under 5s Free
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THE JULIAN TRUST
Many, many, thanks once again for the very generous gifts of food and bedding
recently donated to the Julian trust. They open five nights a week, and give hot
meals to 80-100 homeless and rough sleepers per night. Overnight 18 beds are
available, guests are served breakfast at 6.30am with the shelter closing at 7.30am.
During the Christmas period, the night shelter is taken over by CARING AT CHRISTMAS. By
special permission of Bristol City Council, it can stay open 24 hours a day for 7-10 days for approximately 50 guests. It costs approximately £1,500 per week to run, is entirely staffed by
volunteers AND wholly dependent on voluntary donations of food and funds.
A list of the Night Shelter’s requirements is shown below.
Fiona Humphries, Tel 01453 811780
Urgently needed: MEN’S JEANS, TRAINERS and BOXER SHORTS. NO FURTHER DONATIONS of
bedding or OTHER clothes for the foreseeable future as space is limited. Many thanks for previous
donations.
STORES Urgently Needed: Corned Beef, Tinned Chilli con Carne, Tinned Meatballs in Tomato Sauce,
Tinned Custard, Large Sandwich Bags, UHT Semi-Skimmed Milk, Hot Chocolate, Tinned Peas, Sweet
Biscuits, Tinned Mixed Beans
These items are also useful: Tinned Fruit, Curry Cooking Sauce, Cooking Oil, Pickles, Cleaning Sprays,
Tinned Tuna, Tinned Tomatoes, Tinned Potatoes, Grain Rice, Marmalade, Margarine, Tomato Ketchup,
Tinned Carrots, Tinned Hotdogs, Baked Beans with sausages, Squash
WE HAVE PLENTY OF THESE BELOW AND DO NOT NEED AT PRESENT: *Tea, Irish Stew, Sardines / Pilchards /
Mackerel, Breakfast Cereal, *Cornflakes, Tinned Rice Pudding, *Pasta, *Porridge, Tomato Soup, Kitchen Rolls, Toothpaste/Shampoo, Vegetable Soup, Savoury Biscuit, *Soap (bars0, Meat Soup, Horlicks/Ovaltine, Honey, Chicken
Soup, Razors, *Baked Beans,Tinned Ham/Spam, Coffee, Bleach, Extra Long Matches, Sugar, Tinned Sweetcorn,
Toilet Rolls, Peanut Butter/Nutella, Gravy Granules(Beef & Chicken), J Cloths/Scratchy Pads/Dish Cloths, Shower
Gel, Washing-up Liquid, Washing Powder, Jam, Stock Cubes (Beef & Chicken), Brown Sauce
*Items marked with an asterisk indicate that we have a surplus of these and worry about them going out of date before we can use them. We do keep track of dates and share with other organisations to ensure they are used.

CROMHALL CHAPEL SERVICES

www.cromhallchapel.org

www.cromhall.com

Pastor: Rev. Chris. W. Crocker
SUNDAY

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship & Young People’s Sunday Club
Evening Worship

TUES

Cromhall Crafters Evening. Join us on the second Tuesday of each month in the chapel hall
at 7pm for an evening of craft making. Bring your own craft or art activity and enjoy tea and
conversation. Next Crafters evening: 12th December at 7pm in the chapel hall.

WEDS

6th Dec at 7.30pm – House group Bible Study & Prayer.
13th Dec at 7.30pm – Bible Study and Prayer
20th Dec at 7.30pm – Bible Study and Prayer
27th Dec at 7.30pm – No meeting

THURS

“Townwell Tots will meet on 14th December for a Christmas Party from 10.15am until
12noon in the chapel hall. This is a free drop-in where parents/carers can relax and chat while
the children play.

Sunday service speakers during December are:3rd (am) Pastor Chris; (pm) Roger Chilvers.
17th (am) Damon Ujvarosy; (pm) Pastor Chris.
31st (am) Robert Simpkins; (pm) Pastor Chris.

10th (am) Steve Cracknell; (pm) Pastor Chris.
24th (am) Pastor Chris; (pm) Pastor Chris

Christmas Carols by Candlelight on Sundays 17th and 24th 6.30-7.15
Christmas Day Service for all the family, 10.30-11.00 featuring our Puppets!
There is now a prayer box on the outside wall of the Chapel. If anyone has a concern they would like our
small prayer group to pray for, please do drop us a line.
A warm welcome awaits you at all of our meetings
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Cromhall Senior Citizens

Tat3

On Monday Dec 4th
at 1.45pm for 2pm

The Phoenix Singers

“A community through our love of singing”

you are invited to
St Andrew’s Primary School

invite you to a

Christmas Concert

featuring
“Edge Community Wind Orchestra”

to be entertained by the children.
All welcome
Ring Eva 299251 or Ann 294200 if you
wish to be picked up

A selection of traditional carols
and seasonal songs

Sunday 10th December 2017
6.30 pm at St George’s Church, Falfield

ANTIQUES, COLLECTORS AND CRAFT FAIR
AT THE CHANTRY, THORNBURY

Entry free, but donations welcome to support St
George’s Church
Refreshments available

Saturday 9th December 10am-2pm This is a new
venture for us but we have many objects found in
our lofts that we want to sell to make money for
essential repairs, and what better way to use our
space than to have a Fair. There will be many
stalls throughout the building so if you sell any of
the above and want a stall then give us a call.

For further details e-mail
sing@thephoenixsingers.org.uk
or call 07711 225510
ST ANDREW’S PARISH CHURCH
CROMHALL, 100 CLUB
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOW
DUE FOR 2017/18

WANTED-anything we can sell on our stall Antiques, Collectables and Crafts. www.the chantry.org.uk email; office@thechantry.org.uk 01454
414268

Many thanks to everyone who has
renewed already. We still have 10 numbers from
last year with no owner, even if everyone renews
this time. At only £10 per number for all 14 chances to win, it’s a great way to support your local
church building and grounds. The first draw of this
year will be at 11am in Cromhall Community shop
on Friday 22nd December and some lucky person
will get a cheque for £50.
I'm really hoping that all 100 numbers will be filled
by then! You can put your name, address and
cash or cheque through my door at Ashleigh, Cowship Lane or leave in the village shop and I will
collect from there.

SUNDAY
10TH DECEMBER
4.00pm at
St Leonard’s,
Tortworth
SERVICE OF LIGHT
Join us to mark the Advent season
Everyone welcome

Many thanks, Mandy Bird.

FRESH HOME GROWN
CHRISTMAS TREES
LODGE FARM TREES,
ROCKHAMPTON, GL13 9DY
Cut regularly from the 1st December.
Also a wide range of rare and traditional fruit
trees, rooted Christmas trees and mistletoe.
Tel: 01454 260310
www.lodgefarmtrees.co.uk
16

Please join us as we…

Celebrate JESUS this Christmas!
Our Family Friendly Services:
December 17th @ 6:30–7:15 p.m. Carols by Candlelight

Mary’s Song of Praise (Luke 1:46–7)

December 24th @ 6:30–7:15 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve
Considering Christ @ Christmas (Luke 2:19)
service.

December 25th @ 10:30–11:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service
The Return of the King (Matt 24:45–51)
(featuring our Puppets!)
CROMHALLCHAPEL.ORG

Falfield WI News
Our November meeting started
with our AGM and the election of Officers. As
Gill Spiller was standing down as President,
an election was held resulting in the position
being accepted by Guilda Ludwell. Gifts of
plants and cards were then presented to the
Gill Spiller with our thanks for her hard work.
Our thanks were also passed to the Secretary, Ann Mair and the Treasurer, Molly Wedlake.
Following the AGM, we were entertained by a
super group of singers from Yate – GO VOCAL! - under the direction of Linda Corcoran
whose ethos is that “learning, rehearsing and
performing music should always include a
LARGE DOSE OF FUN”! And it certainly did
that – we clapped and laughed heartily.
Afterwards we all had refreshments. We
were reminded of the Carol Singing in the
village on 8th December, the Group Carol
Service in Thornbury on 14th December and
the WI Federation Carols at St Mary Redcliffe
on 4th December.
Our next meeting will be on 5th December - a
Punch and Judy show with Phil Collins.

CHRISTMAS
EVE
11.30PM

ST OSWALD’S,
ROCKHAMPTON
UNITED BENEFICE
MIDNIGHT SERVICE

CHRISTMAS DAY
10.00AM
ST GEORGE’S, FALFIELD
UNITED BENEFICE

To all our readers
and those who
distribute and
deliver 5 Alive
throughout the
year.
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Tytherington Village Shop and
Post Office
Christmas is coming!

Falfield Village Hall Manangement Committee

With Christmas fast approaching, don’t forget
to make use of our excellent Post Office,
where there is plenty of parking for those who
need it right outside the door and no long
queues!

Come and join us for
Christmas Carols around the Tree
Falfield Village Green
Friday 8th December
from 6pm

A reminder of our Post Office opening times in
case you need it:

Enjoy festive refreshments,
a visit from Father Christmas
songs from the Phoenix Singers and
join in with community Carol Singing
to get you in the festive mood.

Mon 9.00am – 1.00pm; Tues 9.00am – 11.30am;
Weds 2.30pm – 4.30pm; Thurs 9.00am – 1.00pm;
Fri 9.00am – 11.30am

We hope you have seen the advert for our
Christmas drinks and nibbles invitation for all
our customers and helpers, on Saturday December 16. Please come along and celebrate
with us

Collection for the
Teenage Cancer Trust
This event is very kindly supported by
local businesses:
Tortworth Estate Company,
The Huntsman & Falfield Stores

Calling all artists
Next year will be our 20th anniversary! We are
hoping to have some souvenir items to celebrate and we should like a special logo for the
shop. What about designing one for us to go
on some new bags, mugs, tea towels and
aprons?

Volunteering
A big thank you to all our volunteers, both established and new helpers. It has been heartening to welcome new residents to the shop
as well as several young people offering community service at weekends. We are very
grateful to you all.

Benefice Carol Services

Happy Christmas from all at TVSA
Knitting for
Seafarers

Sunday 17th 6.00pm
Carol Service at Tytherington

Seafarers often set out on new contracts not
knowing where their ship will end up or travel
through, and they may need to stock up on warm
clothes to see them through some of the chillier
parts of the globe. We are always grateful for gifts
of warm knitted items which our chaplains can
pass on to seafarers in need.

Monday 18th 7.00pm
Carol Service at Rockhampton
Weds 20th 7.00pm
Carol Service at Falfield

If you can supply balaclavas, scarves, gloves and
hats in any colours, we would love to hear from
you. You can have a look at some of our suggested knitting patterns at
www.missiontoseafarers.org/uploads/pdfs/supportus/Knitting%20Patterns%202014.pdf or you can
design your own!

Friday 22nd 7.00pm
Carols by Candlelight at Cromhall

Please send your knitted items to us at: The Mission to Seafarers, FREEPOST KE5265, London,
EC4B 4EP
18

John Wilmot: The Dancing Rector of Tortworth 3
One of the main events of the year for Tortworth residents in the early 1600s appears to have
been Thornbury Fair, which took place around 15th August. John Styffe, a tucker, and Thomas
Croome, a fuller, both of whom lived and worked in Tortworth, had gone to
the fair in 1600 where, in the evening, they had seen Mr Wilmot at the gaming tables. He was clearly unwell and eventually they persuaded him to go
outside where he promptly vomited. They took him to the house of Thomas
Edmonds, a tucker, who lived in Thornbury, and asked if Mr Wilmot could
stay there for the night. Edmonds agreed, and gave evidence that the vomiting continued throughout the night.
Opinion seems to have been divided about the cause of Mr Wilmot’s illness.
Styffe thought it was something he ate or drank, Croome that it was the result of drinking too much and Edmonds didn’t know!
The last of the accusations brought against Mr Wilmot related to whether or not he had seduced
a female servant. Richard Wood, alias Millard, was a farrier who had lived and worked in
Tortworth for some twenty years as a servant and tenant of Sir Thomas Throckmorton. He stated
that he knew Isabel Leggatt who had been a maidservant of Mr Wilmot’s in the 1590s.
After she had left his service, Isabel volunteered the information that Mr Wilmot had often
‘solicited her ..... to have carnal use of her body’ when she worked for him. (Wood had heard her
say this when he was at a house in Wickwar.) On one occasion when her mistress (presumably
Mrs Wilmot) had gone to Wotton market, Mr Wilmot had given her some of the bacon he was
having for dinner. After this she felt unable to ‘deny him his pleasure of her’ and when the possibility of pregnancy was discussed, Mr Wilmot assured her that he would teach her a means to
‘make any man so to love her that she might marry with him’. This hearsay evidence was supported by Richard Armitage about whom we know very little.
The more one looks at this case, the more it appears to be the result of a conspiracy against Mr
Wilmot. The case is headed, ‘Wayt & Howell v. Wilmot’, though Howell is not mentioned again.
In 1601 John Wilmot had brought a tithe dispute to the court against John Waight (Wayt), so perhaps this was Wayt’s response but we only have one side of the story.
Most of the witnesses were dependent on Sir Thomas Throckmorton for their livelihoods and
homes and it seems clear that he was at odds with John Wilmot.
Giles Daunt, whose family owned Ozleworth, Owlpen Manor and Newark Park, was a keen
hunter and notorious poacher. His mother, Alice had been born at Tortworth (c 1535), the daughter of Sir William Throckmorton who was Sir Thomas’ grandfather. He was thus a close relative
of the Throckmortons and unlikely to be impartial.
The underlying cause of the disagreement between Wilmot and Sir Thomas may have been that
Wilmot was considered to be leading young William Throckmorton astray and if we include Giles
Daunt in the mix, it seems they were a dubious group.
Wilmot does seem to have had an unfortunate reputation for being drunk in public – hardly suitable behaviour for a clerk in holy orders. On one occasion at a play in Gloucester he attempted to
clamber on to the stage and participate but was restrained. In 1603, having been ordered to deliver a sermon condemning dancing, drinking, gaming and attending plays, he promptly did the
opposite and attacked his critics.
Despite all this, John Wilmot remained as rector of Tortworth until his death in 1619; his wife,
Joan, was named as the sole executrix of his Will and his son, William, having matriculated from
Christ College, Oxford, inherited all his father’s books.
Meanwhile Sir Thomas Throckmorton died in 1607. His ‘overbearing and bellicose’ nature had
done little to endear him to anyone; he appears to have been at loggerheads with practically everyone, including his wife. His son William is said to have ruined his estate ‘by riot and improvidence’ and in 1608 sold Tortworth and moved to Clearwell in the Forest of Dean, where he died
in 1628.
With thanks to Jill Martin for the initial information recorded in the book of Depositions 1600-1604 (Gloucestershire Archives GDR 89) and to Emily F Winerock, whose PhD thesis, “Reformation & Revelry: The Practices and Politics of
Dancing in Early Modern England c1550 - c1640” makes fascinating reading.

19

Your magazine: How to send copy or adverts for inclusion in ‘5 Alive’:
NEWS COPY:
Where?
•
News items should be sent to Kay Rea, The Bungalow, Moorslade, Falfield, GL12 8DJ Tel. 01454 260364
Email: kay.rea@btinternet.com
When?
•
Copy date is strictly before midnight on the 19th of each month (but the earlier we receive material the better).
In what form?
•
Please submit all copy by e-mail (attachments should be in Word or Publisher format, not PDF). (We reserve
the right of the editor to edit, and you may find that small changes are made for the sake of space etc)
•
If you want to submit an advertising poster or similar, black and white is preferable as it reproduces more clearly.
•
Charities wishing to publicise events should quote their charity number.
ADVERTISING:
•
The deadline for inclusion of advertising in 5 Alive is the 12th of the month preceding publication.

•

Enquiries about advertising should be directed to Kay Rea, The Bungalow, Moorslade, Falfield, Nr Wottonunder-Edge, Glos, GL12 8DJ. Tel. 01454 260364 Email: kay.rea@btinternet.com

Charges per issue are as follows:
Business Rates

Rates for businesses within the benefice

Half page:

£28

£20

Quarter page:

£18

£15

Eighth of page:

£10

£8

There is a 10% discount for advertisers paying for a year’s advertising in advance and 5% for those advertising
6 months in advance
Cheques should be made out to ‘Benefice Newsletter’ and sent to Kay Rea (as above).
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