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CLinC - Visit to Lusaka 11 May to 23 May 2023
Ann Greenhalgh

Enid Cole

Elaine Moore

While there we planned ....

* To reconnect with the teaching staff and pupils at St Anne’s school, Chipata and St Mark’s
school, Chazanga, after a five year break during the Covid lockdowns.

* To assess the condition of the school buildings and ascertain whether any capital expenditure
may be required

* To assess what funding may be required to ensure teachers have the appropriate qualifications
and licences to meet the needs of the school and legal requirements

* To check on the feeding programme at both schools and assess their effectiveness

* To assess any immediate needs and offer advice and support as required

ISSUES COMMON TO BOTH SCHOOLS

Teachers Licenses

Itis a legal requirement that all teachers, whether paid by the Government or voluntary, are
registered with the Teaching Council of Zambia and hold a valid Practicing Certificate.

Currently none of the teachers in either school have been able to pay for their registration or
practicing Certificate, and are, technically, committing a punishable crime.

There is a table on Teaching Council’'s Facebook page, but it is difficult to determine the exact
amount payable for each teacher, so this will need to be provided by the schools.
Affiliations

Alice and Charity both confirmed their schools are affiliated with the relevant authorities.
Communication

To improve communication with CLinC, Kelvin will now assist Alice and Charity.

It was proposed to Alice and Charity that a revised template for termly reports be provided to help
them provide the level of detail CLIinC needs.
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Consideration could also be given to using a video calling platform, such as Whats App or Skype
for face to face communication to supplement the template reports. This will need further
investigation to ensure the output can be captured and documented.

School Numbers

Both schools are beyond capacity with typical
classes of 30+ and often two grades being taught
together in the same classroom under very cramped
conditions. To accommodate more children, both
schools operate two sessions a day so that each
child receives 3 hours of schooling per day.

Both Alice and Charity appreciate they may have to
limit the number of new children starting at their
schools but, understandably, they find this very
difficult to do. This needs further discussion as
continually increasing numbers will impact on the
quality of the education the current pupils are
Grade 4&5 receiving.

Activities Delivered by Ann, Enid and Elaine
The following activities were delivered at both schools.

Seed planting: A science lesson was delivered to Grades 6/7
and the children planted mustard and pumpkin seeds. At both
schools there were more children than we anticipated and there
wasn’t much space, but the lesson was well received and
considered a success. It remains to be seen whether the seeds
will thrive!

Letter writing and drawing pictures to
bring back to St Andrew’s School.



Storytelling: A storybook “The Lion Inside”
was read to the younger children. Again,
class sizes and language difficulties made
this challenging, but with the help of the
teachers, the children seemed to follow it!

Letter writing: The children in Grades 6 & 7 were asked to write letters to the children at St
Andrews School, Cromhall, with the intention that they respond. This was delivered in the context
of “getting to know you” and the children were encouraged to write about the ordinary things in
their lives, especially those which might be different. Many of the children found this challenging
as English is not their first language and culturally they tend to express themselves verbally, rather
than in writing. However, we do have more letters than there are children at St Andrews and we
may need to ask other local schools to engage in this exercise.

Drawing Exercise: Again, with the theme of “getting to know you” the children were asked to
draw pictures of things from their everyday life. This was very successful and we have some
wonderful pictures. It is intended to have some of them printed on tea towels and/or mugs to sell
as a fundraiser. Due to time constraints this activity was delivered only to the pupils of St Anne’s

School Supplies

Between the three of us we were able to take out some essential supplies for the schools, each
school receiving rolls of paper, tubs of crayons, scissors etc.

SCHOOL REPORTS

St Anne’s School - Chipata Compound
Head Teacher: Charity Phiri

Summary

We were given a very warm welcome by the staff and the
children and our visit caused much excitement! The
children were all well behaved and polite in class.

Charity had arranged for some of the Grade 8 children
from Chipata Primary, who left St Anne’s last year, to
come over in their break and say “hello” to Ann. This was
a very lovely surprise. Charity also gave some feedback
from parents who had asked her to pass on their thanks
for the educational opportunities the school is able to
provide, and the two meals a week their children receive.
It is good to know the support CLInC has been able to provide is so much appreciated.




School Buildings and Environment

* The new classrooms are complete and in use. It was noted they had been built without
consultation with teachers or CLinC and that some of the classroom space had been used to
create a storage area for feeding programme equipment. The store room space was not well
used and contained a number of chairs which it is thought may belong to the church. Better use
could be made of the storage area if the chairs were stacked more carefully.

» The corridor between the side of the church and the classrooms has the water tower at one end
and an access doorway at the other. A water channel runs the length between the two Overflow
water was running down the channel. There is also a tap where the children wash their hands
and the overflow from this adds to the problem. This area is the only access to the classrooms
and is where the feeding takes place. Staff and children were having to dodge the water, and the
channel itself limits the usability of the space.

It was proposed that consideration be given to levelling and concreting this area, with a channel
or pipe underneath to take the water. A soak-away could also be provided for the tap to prevent
water spilling over. This would create a more usable space. This work will need to be fully
assessed and costed before any commitment is made but could take place during the August
holiday if funds are available.

An old roundabout and a swing take up space in
this corridor area. The roundabout could easily
be turned into a table and seating area for the
younger children if the top was levelled off and
the seats repaired. The children enjoy playing
on the swing but the seats are stored away for
safety. All play equipment needs checking over.
It was agreed Charity would find someone in the
congregation who was able to fix these items
and provide a quote for the costs. As these
items are concreted in, this work may be better
left until the area has been levelled as above.
This photo also shows the water problem!

Grade 8 pupils from Chipata School

* Unused school equipment, and bags of charcoal, were being stored at the back of the
classrooms taking up much needed space. It was agreed with Charity that she would get rid of
anything which was broken or not usable. If this space was cleared and any remaining
equipment stored elsewhere, CLIinC will fund some additional desks to help with the
overcrowding.

 Lack of storage space is a real problem.
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. It was noted
there are two
houses still
remaining next to
the new classrooms.
They are in a very
poor state of repair
and are not fit to
rent out for money.
They are currently
occupied, rent free, by the security guard and a
cleaner, together with their respective families.




* It was noted the Church were not allowing the school to use their new building for school
activities. We were advised the reason given was that the children made too much mess. This
is a shame as the classes are very overcrowded and the children would benefit from using the
space, particularly for whole school activities such as assemblies. Hopefully this can be resolved.

* Toilets: CLinC had provided money for emptying the cesspit for the pit latrines but Charity had
not been able to attend when the work was done and was not happy with the standard. She
also raised concerns that the toilet facilities were not really suitable for the very youngest children
and asked if funding could be available to provide better sanitary ware.

Kelvin has proposed that a new toilet block be built at the top end of the school site for use by
both the school and the church, with the costs being split between the two. Whilst this initially
seems attractive, the toilets would be in an open, unsecured space. Even if they were kept
locked when not in use, there is a likelihood of their being abused. However, we understand that
the church will not contribute to the cost but will continue to use the school’s pit latrines!

 This will need further consideration.

Equipment

» The office computer, photocopier and printer do all work but were not plugged in as the extension
lead had no plug on it. Money was given to buy a new one and this has now been purchased.

» The printer had run out of toner. Money will be required to purchase new toner to enable exam
papers to be printed. It was noted the printer model is a Canon 1R 1024 1F

» A check was made as to whether the school still has the sports kit and the parachute previously
provided by CLIinC. Charity confirmed they do and that they are used at sports day. Photographs
of this year’s sports day were on the staffroom wall. The next one is coming up in June.

» Charity made a request for a head pot carrier and proper shoes for the Care Giver to protect her
feet when cooking. Charity provided a quote and K450 was given to buy them (this amount
included the cost of the extension lead). These items have now been purchased and receipts
provided.

Feeding Programme

* The children are provided with a hot meal twice a week. The children all washed their hands
before eating and lined up in an orderly fashion. Plates were provided by the school. One child
collects enough food for four and it is eaten in the open area outside the new classrooms. The
meal is prepared by the Care Giver but is dished up by Charity to better control portion size.
This does seem to be successful and appreciated by the parents and the children.

Teacher Training Request

* A request was made for support for William Mwale to undertake his teacher training. It was
advised that he would have to complete two years at the school before this could be considered.



St Mark’s School - Chazanga Compound
Head Teacher: Alice Nyendwa

Summary

We were given a very warm welcome by the staff and the children and our visit caused much
excitement! The children were all well behaved and polite in class.

On Friday morning we very much enjoyed watching
the children take part in sporting activities. Despite
the lack of space, and the builders working around
them, they all seemed to enjoy themselves and it
was a wonderful way for them to let off steam.
Running races took place in the road outside the
gates. Many of the children ran in bare feet and
seemed undeterred by the uneven and stoney
surface!

Alice provided a lovely lunch to round off our visit
which was very much enjoyed.

School Buildings & Environment

» The Church are currently putting up a new building which is taking up most of the recreational
space around the classrooms. At the time of our visit the building was at foundation level and
can be seen in the photo above. There are two piles of sand and aggregates taking up further
space. The staff and children are having to navigate around the building works, but this did not
stop them from enjoying their Friday sports which took place within the foundation area!

* When the old church is no longer required for Sunday worship, it is proposed to adapt the
building to create two separate classrooms. This will be a longer-term project. It is hoped the
school will also be able to use the new church building as an overflow area, or for whole school
activities such as assemblies.

» Grade 5 are crammed into a tiny room adjacent to Alice’s office, with seating space for only 20 if
all pupils are seated at a desk. The suggestion is to take down the wall between that room and
the office to create one bigger classroom. This work is urgently required as the current room is
not fit for purpose.

» Equipment stored at back of Grade 6/7 classroom is still used, but there is nowhere else for it to
go. Any that is unsafe should be either repaired or removed. Charcoal in large bags is also
stored there as there is no other safe storage area in the school.

* It was noticed that one of the rafters was hanging down in the Grade 6/7 classroom. Alice
assured us that repair is in hand and it was hoped to be completed over the weekend.

Equipment

» The computer and printer in the office all work. The. printer does need attention every time they
come to print the Grade 7 examination papers, but they are coping.



Feeding Programme
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* The children are provided with a hot meal twice
a week. The children all washed their hands
before eating and lined up in an orderly fashion.
Each child brings their own plate and collects
their own meals, the older children helping the
younger ones. The meal is prepared by the Care
Giver but is dished up by Alice to better control
portion size. Due to outside space constraints
the children largely took their food back to the
classrooms.

Teacher Training
* A request was made to support John Nyirenda to undertake his teacher training. It was advised

that he would have to complete two years at the school before this could be considered.
Looking ahead.....

1. Supper Evening. We are planning a supper evening soon, when we will be able to share
all the videos of the children that we took. | will announce the date once it is agreed.

Draw tickets are now available for the latest ‘CLinC Quilt'. The draw will take place in December so
there is plenty of time for us to take it to all events we are involved in.

Easter Coffee oning .
2. On June 12" we are in Cheltenham at a Mothers’ Union branch meeting.

Tickets for the quilt will be on sale as well as jams and marmalade. We will have a new PowerPoint

presentation based on the recent visit to Zambia.

3. On Sept 2" we have a sales table at Cromhall Show.

The schools were so delighted to see us, | rashly promised to visit again in two years’ time!
So, if any of you fancy joining me for that trip, let me know!!

Thank you all for your continued interest and support.

Ann, on behalf of trustees



