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Dear Friends of CLinC, 

Teacher Training for our volunteer teachers.  

All teachers at both St Mark’s and St 

Anne’s Community Schools are 

untrained volunteers. They rely upon 

their own schooling, together with help 

from the teachers’ guides for the 

national curriculum courses they teach. 

They have proved to be loyal, hard 

working and dedicated to the work of 

teaching the 350 children in their care. 

Mary and Alice, teachers at St Mark’s, 

requested help with teacher training 

when we visited in September 2013. 

The cost of this was about £350 each for a one year course. CLinC agreed to this and 

they are now in their third term at Mosa College, Lusaka, studying for a certificate in 

‘Early Years Teaching’. During the year they have continued to teach at St Mark’s in 

mornings and studied at college in afternoons and evenings. They will graduate in 

December and we hope that next year the government will pay their salaries while they 

remain teaching at St Mark’s. The school will benefit in two ways – firstly Alice and Mary 

will pass on their newly acquired teaching skills to the other teachers they work with, and 

secondly the school will have two less teachers’ allowances to find. At the end of next 

year we expect them to apply for positions in local 

government primary schools. 

Kelvin has been the co-ordinator of St Anne’s and St 

Mark’s Community schools since they opened six years 

ago and has worked very hard to make them a success. 

He is 29 years old and unmarried but has received no 

teacher training. He wrote to us in the summer requesting 

sponsorship to enable him to re-take some of his grade 12 

examinations. This will cost about £70 per term. CLinC 

agreed to his request and Kelvin is now studying grade 12 

Mathematics, Science, Biology and Commerce at Chipo 

Tuition Centre. He will take his exams in June 2015.  If his 

grades are improved, he may choose to attend Mosa 

College and become a trained teacher. 
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Zuze is in his second year at St Anne’s and is requesting help 

with teacher training fees in 2015. Both of his parents are dead 

and the small monthly payment he receives for teaching is 

insufficient for him to be able to pay college fees. CLinC is 

asking for details of the course he wants to study, the college 

and what the cost will be. If CLinC agrees to sponsor him, it will 

be on the understanding that he will continue to teach at St 

Anne’s for at least two years before transferring to a 

government school. 

 

 

 

Education in Zambia is officially free for all primary children, grades 1-7. However 

schools still demand payment of ‘parental school fees’ and expect children to have 

school uniform. Township families cannot afford this and many children are kept at home.      

The ages of children in these grades depend upon the age of the child when they were 

able to start school. In Dec 2013 the majority of the grade 7 leavers at St Anne’s were 

aged 13-15 years. 

St Mark’s and St Anne’s Community schools have no compulsory school fees or uniform 

and are open to even the poorest children. Parents give what they can afford on a termly 

basis. There is no official uniform although local women make and sell uniform to those 

who want and can afford it. 

After grade 7, if money is available, the children transfer to a government Basic school 

which caters for grades 1-9 where school fees, uniform, books and shoes have to be paid 

for. Following this, High schools provide grades 10-12.  

October is the month when Zambian children take their end of year examinations. For the 

children in community schools the move to the next grade is easy. However pupils from 

grade 7 onwards will be wondering if they will be able to afford the compulsory school 

fees, uniform and books if they are to study grade 8 at a local government school. 

 

 

 

 



Sponsorship 2014.  

In January this year, with the help of Zebra Trust, CLinC enabled many children to 

continue their education in government secondary schools.                                              

23 children left St Anne’s 

Community School and began 

their grade 8 studies at one of five 

local government schools.  

13 grade 8 pupils also moved up 

to study grade 9. A grade 9 

certificate is the minimum 

qualification for young people to 

apply for paid employment.                                          

In addition, 2 pupils who had 

already passed their grade 9 

exams chose to transfer to a High 

School to study grade 10.            

All of these pupils had their school fees paid for them and many received money for 

uniform as well.  

Sponsorship 2015 

All of these children may request further sponsorship in 2015 by writing a letter of request 

to CLinC. In addition there are another 10 boys and 9 girls at St Anne’s wishing to move 

into grade 8. When the letters arrive we will pass them onto existing sponsors for 

consideration. 

So, in 2015 we hope to be sponsoring school fees and uniform for up to 57 pupils at 

around £100 per pupil for the year. We are no longer sending money for shoes and 

books as it is difficult to monitor these. If you would like to become a sponsor, please let 

us know and we will allocate a child to you.  

Community Schools.  

 You will remember that, at the end of 2013, the decision was made to stop sending 

regular monthly donations to the schools . We had supported them for five years and 

during this time parental contributions had increased. We felt it was time to let them 

become more independent.  

One year later and both St Anne’s and St Mark’s schools are continuing to provide a free 

education up to grade 7 for the poorest children in the townships, many of whom are 

orphans.  Many of the teachers have been there since the schools opened and have 

proved to be both loyal and hardworking. 

 



Additional one-off grants 

1. The ‘annual get-together’ this year raised over £400 for the work of CLinC and 

trustees agreed to send this as a one-off grant to buy additional textbooks for both 

schools. A small sum of money was also sent as a bonus to each of the teachers. 

 

2. The September to November term is during the ‘hunger season’ when food and 

water are even more expensive and scarce than usual. CLinC have therefore sent 

grants of £80 to St Anne’s and £50 to St Mark’s to help provide the weekly meal 

for the children for the remainder of this term. 

 

 

 

Independence celebrations Oct 24th at St Anne’s School – photos just received Nov 1st 

  

  

 

Thank you  

Thank you to all of our regular supporters who have helped to make all of this possible. 

Thank you to all who have set up standing orders for CLinC.                                      

Thank you also to all who have continued with ‘Change for CLinC’ by collecting loose 

change for the work of the charity.                                                                               

Thank you to those who have raised money by growing vegetables and fruit.           

Thank you to those who have raised money by selling handmade items. 

CLinC’s role is to ‘sow seeds’. We may never know what each child will become but we 

can be sure that with an education their lives will be more fulfilled. 

“The lessons of youth are a foundation for the future”   David Attenborough,  ‘Life Story’. 

Trustees of CLinC 

 


