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Children at St Matthias Community School, Ng’ombe 

Dear Friends of CLinC, 

It is now time to pack our bags again for Zambia!  Since our last visit in March 2012 

we have collected donated laptops, reading and reference books suitable for primary 

children, more knitted Bible puppets and homemade bags for the children to carry 

their school books and pencils in. We are allowed 23kg each and as a charity, British 

Airways has allowed us an additional 23kg each at no cost.  Additional luggage now 

costs £53 for 23kg! If any of you have any books suitable for primary age children 

that you no longer need, we will have room for them. 

Roy and I will be in Lusaka in September – we fly on Sunday 15th for 11 days, 

visiting the three community schools supported by CLinC and also visiting the 

government school where the grade 8 children are studying.  We hope to meet with 

our sponsored children and find out how they are at the beginning of their third term.  

In November they will take end of year exams and, if they pass, will be eligible to 

move up to grade 9 in January. Grade 9 is an important stage in the education 

system as most employers will only look at applications for work if the applicant has 

achieved this level.           

If you would like to send a card, letter, photograph or small gift to your sponsored 

child, we will be happy to take them and deliver them for you.  We suggest 

something useful for their studies; pens, geometry set, calculator etc. In 

supermarkets at the moment there are many ideas in the ‘Back to School’ section! 



 If you sponsored a child last year and are willing to do so again next year, the fees 

are due in January. We will send out more details of these after our visit. 

Nsama Mulenga has now been sponsored for three years and is coming to the end 

of her grade 10 studies. We will meet with her and find out what her plans are for 

further education or employment. Unfortunately John Phiri did not achieve high 

enough marks in Grade 9 to continue his education and we lost touch with him.  

During our stay we will also meet the 23 grade 7 children who take their final 

examinations at Chipata Community School in November. We hope to take photos of 

them all and find out a little about them and their families. If anyone would like to 

sponsor one of these children next year, please let us know. 

During the first few days of our visit we will be sitting in with grades 5, 6 and 7 Maths 

lessons at all three schools to get some idea of their teaching methods and the level 

of understanding of the children.  You will remember that all of our teachers have 

had no teacher training and depend upon the teachers’ guide to the Zambian 

National Curriculum books we have bought for the schools. So, on the Saturday, we 

plan to have a one day ‘Maths teaching workshop’ in St Agnes Church, Kaunda 

Square.   The teachers will come from the four community schools and we have also 

invited the leaders of the Adult Literacy/Numeracy groups that we started two years 

ago.  Roy, who trained as a maths teacher many years ago, has been given 

invaluable up to date help and materials by Esther Saunders, head teacher at St 

Andrew’s School, Cromhall.  

Thank you to all regular donors to CLinC for your continued financial support.  

Thank you also to St Andrew’s Church, Cromhall Shop, Under the Edge Quilters and 

Cromhall villagers for their support this year and for all who have bought fruit, 

vegetables, jams and marmalade.  

At Easter many jars of marmalade and redcurrant jelly were 

given out to supporters, asking you, in return, to collect your 

‘Change for CLinC’. If you have been doing this, please return 

the filled jars in the next few weeks. We are happy to do the 

counting for you, but if you live a distance away it may be 

easier to convert it to a cheque and post it.  Thank you. 

 

There will be more news following our visit next month. 

Ann & trustees 

 

    

Change for           

CLinC 

Please collect your 

small change and 

return your 

collection at 

Harvest.      

 Many thanks Ann 


